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ABSTRACT 

This study focused on the increase of street children in Mainland Tanzania and what 

can be done to combat and prevent the problem. The study area was Ubungo 

Municipality. Three specific objectives that guided the study are: to Identify factors 

for the increase of street children in the community; to analyze strategies used by the 

community to reduce street children in the study area; and to identify challenges 

faced by street children in the study area. The sample size was 120 children, who 

were collected from different places in Ubungo district but mainly at the Ubungo bus 

terminal. Some qualitative information was collected from parents, and also from a 

community development professional. Data was collected by the use of 

questionnaires, interviews and documentary review. Findings showed that street 

children increase is contributed with brutality and domestic violence in the family, 

orphanage, poverty, peer groups, seeking for freedom and also seeking good life. The 

challenges faced by street children in the study area included lacking necessary basic 

needs such as food, and shelter, early sexual intercourse, abuse from among 

themselves or from other community members, child labour, use and also selling of 

drugs. Strategies used by the community to reduce street children involved food 

support to poor families, provision of counseling support to children, and also the use 

of NGOs and religious institutions as means to control the increase of children from 

running to the streets. The study concluded that the increase of street children in 

mainland Tanzania is a problem which needs serious response against it so as to 

reduce the problem, because if it is left to continue it will be a disaster to the nation.It 

was recommended that the government through the Ministry of Health, Community 

Development, Gender, Elders and Children should increase attention towards street 

children by granting soft loans to poor rural families so that they may be able to 

establish small businesses that will enable them sustain life. NGOs should play their 

role accordingly by raising their voice against abuses in the community, and also 

applying their efforts in fighting against traditions that encourage excessive drinking 

which leads to prostitution, hence causing orphans from HIV and AIDS. Religious 

leaders must also use their positions to fill spirit to their followers so that they abide 

by the teachings of their holly books that parents have to carry responsibility of 

taking care of their kids for better growth. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 

1.0 Introduction 

There has been presence of unattended children on streets of many cities of Tanzania 

such as Arusha, Dar es salaam (DSM), Dodoma, Moshi, Mbeya, Mwanza and Tanga 

who depend on themselves in order to live. These children are termed as street children 

(SC) because they spend most of their time on the streets under no supervision (Slesnick 

N.2004). For them being on streets, they are deprived from very necessary rights such 

as education, health care, proper upbringing, and also protection from elders. In Dar es 

Salaam, these children can be found mainly in market areas, selling bags, carrying 

customer luggage, or taking charge of guarding customer vehicles. They are also found 

on high way junctions cleaning car wind screens, selling small items such as sweets and 

toys and also begging with the expectations of earning money that can make them 

obtain their daily bread. Street children quality of life is faced with deprivation and 

violation of their rights. Their future direction to achieve life potential is limited to the 

streets avenues for fulfillment of life potential (Bartlett et al 2016).  

 

The number of children is increasing year after year, which needs to be addressed 

seriously so as to find solution which can help either ending this problem completely or 

reducing it because children are the necessary resource for the development of any 

nation when they are well prepared and equipped with necessary skills. However, they 

may turn to disaster when they are left without proper care. 

 

1.1 Background to the Problem 

The street children problem is drawing attention since industrial revolution era in most 

of the European countries. It is one of the social demerits which need immediate action 

for future prosperity of any  nation (Schwab & Davis, 2018).  

 

It is a worldwide phenomenon which is experienced in most parts of the world. For 

example Germany in particular faces the SC phenomenon in different forms and 
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structures (Stodulka, 2015). Children are still visible in streets of urban industrial areas 

of many European countries. Many of these children are involving themselves in drug 

use and gangs. (Howell & Griffiths, 2018). It is estimated that so far there are more than 

10 million Children who are living without home guidance worldwide (UNICEF). 

 

In most of the developing countries, street children have some socio-economic roots as 

urban phenomena, for example in India about 80% of street children are boys with age 

between 8-10 years (Nasir & Khalid, 2015). These children sometimes migrate with 

their parents but the environment of survival force them to engage in income generating 

activities on streets. The parents or guardian sometimes are too old to control the 

family, hence failing to provide the necessary needs to their children, something that 

pushes the children to streets, hence increasing the number of children who live on 

streets (Bartlett et al 2016). 

 

Abari et al (2013) explained that the problem of street children in African society was 

not witnessed before interaction with Europeans. This is because, African societies were 

practicing extended family life style where children could live with any family in the 

entire society. Thus parent’s death, poverty, or brutality in the family would not affect 

the future of a child, because it was easy for him to shift from home and stay with any 

other society member like uncle, aunt or grandfather and get all necessary needs from 

the family which he moves to. Because of this form of living (extended family), 

children had no reason to run to urban areas, hence there were no street children 

(Meinck et al 2015). 

 

But as interaction with the Europeans grew, African societies started to adapt the 

white’s tradition that the responsibility of taking care of children is on the individual 

parent. Hence, that African tradition (extended family) slowly started to disappear, 

something which has led to presence of unattended children on urban streets seeking for 

survival in different forms. (Crittenden 2017).  
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The problem of street children needs special consideration due to socio-economic 

activities that have already expanded. In South Africa, particularly Johannesburg the 

ability to educate street children is limited with increased rural urban migration. 

(Nkomo & Olufemi 2015). 

 

In Ethiopia street children is the question which is yet to be answered. Street children 

may appear during the schooling hours, carrying garbage and working in small shops to 

earn money for themselves as well as for their family. (Dewo, 2015).  

 

In Nigeria street children is an urban phenomenon as a result of socio-economic 

changes and transformation; these children are in broader categories of circumstances 

while they are on the street (Ekpenyong& Udisi, 2016). 

 

In Kenya the problem of street children is a phenomenon which is unsolved in many 

streets of Nairobi. Children are found in various streets begging, and also involved in 

crimes, such as smoking and stealing. (Nkomo & Olufemi, 2015). It is a kind of 

problem which needs a clear plan and strategies to resolve. 

 

Also in Uganda the problem of street children keeps on increasing with the rise in urban 

population and development, which all together attract these children to flock into urban 

streets trying to seek their survival in all aspects such money and food. (Rakodi 2016).  

 

In Tanzania street children is the devastating social phenomenon almost beyond the 

community capacity and ability to handle its increasing (Gwanyemba at al 2016). As the 

number of street children grows, the number of unskilled people also increases, 

something that create jobless people and increasing crime to the society (ACSC 2017).  

Children living on streets is a loss to the community because these children cannot 

contribute their potentiality to the entire community. (ACSC 2017). 

 

The Government of Tanzania developed various efforts as response to the increase of 

street children in the community. The Early National Plan of Action which was 

developed by the Ministry of Health, Community Development, Gender, Elders and 
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Children (MHCDGEC) of 2007-2010 provides  services as a result of increasing street 

children in various urban areas of Tanzania, beyond parents, guardians and community 

affordability (Chalya et al, 2016). 

 

It was some sort of community participatory approach to the identification process. The 

outcome was total of 800,000 children were identified to be vulnerable in this context, 

who are driven to the street to search for basic necessities of life. The Plan International 

operated in Tanzania since 1991 with the focus of supporting street children who failed 

to fulfill basic needs of life, by supporting poor families to access productive livelihood 

and protection. (Fiasorgbor 2015). 

 

1.2 Statement of the problem 

Street Children are like other children who live in homes with their families. They 

deserve all the necessary rights to make them grow well so as to be a useful resource for 

the nation. According to the census (which is conducted every after ten years) by the 

National Bureau of Statistics of Tanzania (NBS 2012), children in Tanzania take 50.1% 

of the whole population, the number which if is left unattended or without proper raise, 

will lead to national disaster. 

Presence of children on the streets of cities in Tanzania, especially Dar es salaam which 

is the commercial and former administrative city, means that the Nation is at risk of 

losing its potential resource whose effect will be noted in the very near future. (Scarrott, 

2015). 

 

The Government of Tanzania has conducted different efforts with the aim of ensuring 

that the number of street children is reduced. In 2016 the Government of Tanzania 

under President John Magufuli introduced free primary and secondary education policy 

with the aim of ensuring that all children go to school, regardless of their family 

background. It was expected to see the number of children living on streets decreasing 

as many would be in schools. 
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Also, in 2017 the Dar es salaam Regional Administration (DRA) made some effort as a 

means to tackle the problem of street children where by the former Dar es salaam 

Regional commissioner (RC) Paul Makonda prohibited the public that it would be an 

offence for any Dar es salaam resident to donate to begging children any amount of 

money and its penalty if found doing so would be Tsh. 200,000. This was aimed at 

discouraging children from coming to streets. 

 

Despite all these efforts made by the Government and Dar es Salam regional 

administration, there are no fruitful results so far, and the problem of street children in 

Dar es salaam is still existing. In fact, it is on the rise, estimated to reach at least 5000 

children in Dar es salaam. Ubungo municipality carries about 42% of the population of 

street children found in Dar es salaam  (Kihombo, 2018). This means that these children 

do not attend school, hence spoiling their future as well as creating the vicious cycle to 

their generations with a multiplier effect, which is a disaster not only to their generation 

but also to the whole nation as these children have great chance of involving themselves 

into different crimes, hence affecting the national security.  

 

Presence of street children in the society creates first class (the haves) and the second 

class citizens (the have nots) which means one class (the have nots /street children) is 

prepared to be the servants of the first class ( the haves). Both of these are threat to the 

national security because the second class will not tolerate to remain in that low class 

for ever when they cannot see a brighter future at least for their next generations, and 

their main enemies will be those who have (Kihombo, 2018) 

From this point of view, it is important that this problem of street children to be 

considered as a national problem which needs serious attention, measures and steps 

from different stake holders in order to combat its increase for the safety and prosperity 

of our Nation. 

 

1.3. General objective of the Study 

The general objective of this research is to find out strategies necessary for combating 

the increase of street children in Tanzania, a case of Ubungo Municipality. 
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1.3.1 Specific Objectives of the Study 

i. To identify factors for increasing street children in the community  

ii. To analyze strategies used by the community to reduce street children in 

Ubungo Municipality. 

iii.  To identify the challenges faced by street children in Ubungo Municipality. 

 

1.3.2 Research Questions 

i. What are the factors for increasing street children in the community?  

ii. What are the strategies used by the community to reduce street children in 

Ubungo Municipality? 

iii. What are the challenges faced by street children in Ubungo Municipality? 
 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

This study will be significant to the planner, Ministry of Health, Community 

Development, Gender, Elders and Children, to government, to policy makers, and to 

researchers and practitioners.  

 

The factors for increasing street children will provide knowledge to planners, hence will 

be in the position to establish a plan for reducing street children.  

Ministry of Health, Community Development, Gender, Elders and Children will utilize 

these study findings to take responsibilities to support street children in terms of 

protection, schools and basic needs of life.  

Government, through these study findings will improve the provision of services to 

street children and take action to combat the problem. In addition to that the government 

and other organizations will benefit from the study findings in updating their data 

regarding street children.  

 

Policy makers, through these study findings will influence policy making to reflect the 

needs of street children.  

Furthermore, researchers and practitioners will understand the factors for increasing 

street children and be in position to effectively combat the problem.  
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1.5 Scope of the study 

This study was conducted in Ubungo district in Dar es Salam.  Children who are living 

on the streets were taken into account; moreover, some residents of Ubungo 

municipality were the focus of this study related on the major study themes.  

 

1.6 Limitations 

While conducting this research, the researcher was faced with different challenges such 

as little cooperation from the respondents, and this is because many people are hesitant 

when coming to the issue of providing data or information due to fear or shy. 

 

Money was another obstacle that was faced by the researcher while conducting this 

research, and this is because the whole process of research required money in order to 

fulfill. Money is needed for transportation, communication, stationery and meals while 

collecting data. Also motivation for those who were consulted when collecting data, 

because they sacrificed their time to provide information needed by this study. But 

Researcher’s own financial ability was too weak to accomplish the whole process.  

 

Time insufficiency was another limitation because research needs much time when 

conducting and unfortunately, the researcher had other responsibilities which also 

needed his time, such as family and business. Therefore, time became very limited. 

 

1.7 Delimitation 

Some efforts were applied to convince the respondents by assuring them that all data 

was for academic use only, and not otherwise. 

 

About finance it was very fortunate that the researcher has a very understanding wife 

who bared with him in this hard time and thus she decided to carry some the family 

responsibilities as means to help the researcher so that he used the little money he had 
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for the research. The time was divided for all matters, for family, business and also time 

for conducting this research. 

 

1.8 Organization of the study 

This study was organized into six chapters. Whereby chapter one was composed of 

introduction, background of the problem, statement of the problem, objectives of the 

study, research questions, significance of the study, limitations of the study and 

delimitations of the study. Chapter two dealt with literature review which comprises 

theoretical and empirical review also conceptual framework. Chapter three dealt with 

research methodology which is research design, area of the study, sample and sampling 

procedures, and also ethical considerations. Chapter four dealt with the presentation of 

the findings. Chapter five dealt with discussion of findings and chapter six is about 

conclusion and recommendations. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.0 Introduction 

Literature review is collection of available materials and other resources which have 

very close relation to the topic of the research that is conducted, accompanied by a 

researcher’s description and critical evaluation and comparative analysis of each work 

(Hart, 2018). This chapter reviews various literatures both theoretical and empirical. In 

addition, conceptual framework and research gap will be presented in the basis of 

reviewed literatures.  

 

2.1 Definition of key concepts 

2.1.1 Child 

The description of a child is increasingly contradictory somehow; because there is no 

universal definition for the term child. Each country tends to describe the child 

according to its laws (Buck et al, 2020). Taken experience of Nepalese laws that 

describe a child as any person whose age does not exceed 16. In the Tanzania context a 

child according to the Child Law of 2009 is any person girl or boy whose age is below 

18. From these two perspectives of who is a child both definitions have not exceeded 18 

years (Maswikwa, etal 2015). The United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF) shortly 

defined a child as any human being with the age below 18 years. This definition is 

widely used in many countries. For that case in this study UNICEF’s definition of a 

child is going to be used when mentioning a child (Knutsson, 2017).  

 

2.1.2 Street Children 

Street children are boys or girls aged below 18 years who have moved from their home 

families and reside on the streets without any adult guidance and protection (Reza, 

2017). These children may be threefold conceptualized depending on the related 

characteristics. 
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Firstly, street living children (full time street children). Children belonging to this 

category tend to run away from their home families completely and decide to live alone 

on the streets. Children belonging to this category mostly lack communication with their 

relatives or parents. The means of survival for them is determined by their own sweat, 

either by engaging into small business or into crimes such as theft or robbery. (Nasir & 

Khalid, 2015).  

 

Secondly, street working children or part time street children. Children belonging to this 

category tend to spend most of their time on street, feeding themselves and tend to 

return home on regular basis. These children originate from poor households and 

consider the street as a source for livelihood. Children belonging to this category still 

have relationship with their families. There is some sort of communication and link with 

their families. The main activities practiced are such as selling small items for example 

sweets, nuts, washing cars, carrying garbage or begging money. These category of street 

children tend to be dominated by female kids (Aptekar& Stoecklin, 2014).  

 

Thirdly, children from street families. These are children who live in the streets with 

their families. These children were born in the streets and originate their settlement in 

the streets. They tend to conduct their daily activities in the streets and at the end of the 

day go they to sleep in streets with their parents. This type of street children have clear 

relationship and cooperation with their families; for example, fathers, mothers, brothers 

and sisters. They live by begging money for their daily bread. The chance to be at 

school is really limited since when they grow their basic responsibility is to seek money 

(Molahlehi, 2014).  

 

These street children belonging to the third group of street children are quite different 

from the others because of the existence of full parental care, with all the family 

members. The reality is that being in the street is the form of life, the settlement is made 

in the street because of poverty which is very severe in the rural areas where the family 

comes from. The reality also is that they are being forced to establish life in the urban 

areas just to run away from the poverty in rural areas (Musabyimana, 2018).   
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2.2 Theoretical literature review 

2.2.1 Attachment theory 

The attachment theory (AT) was developed by the collaboration work of John Bowlby 

and Mary Ainsworth. It specifically states that a child must form an emotional and 

physical attachment to another person so that to create a sense of stability and security 

to take risks. This creates growth and development of personality (Stubbs, 2018). The 

theory has been originally coined by Bowlby in the reality of childhood development, in 

which the childhood development is really depending on the existence of a string 

relationship with adult or primary care giver such as parents. This is the source for 

emotional development of a child which is originally provided by parents as primary 

care giver (Merchant, 2018). The child must grow under the supervision of parents or 

guardian. The children supervised by parents feel a sense of love, happiness, care and a 

sense of dignity. This is basically important to insist provision of care than to live 

children alone (Rameshni, 2017).  

 

The attachment figure is primarily the responsible adult who does not have to be the 

child’s parent.  The care giver must be a responsible adult who is sensitive and 

responsive to social interactions with children. The role of the parents grows over time 

to meet the particular needs of the attached child. The role is directly connected to the 

attachment in the continuity basis and provides constant support during the formative 

years. The role continues as the child develops, even he when needs interactions with 

external world. (Johnson etal 2015).  

 

The child under the close supervision of adult increases the sense of being responsible 

adult in the near future. However, this is quite different to street children because they 

are not in the position of enjoying the attached life, because they early lacked important 

attributes and rights for proper guidance or attachment during their time of growing. 

(Cassidy & Shaver 2016). 

 

Parents and guardians tend to play important role in the child development. The 

children need to be developed morally, physically and psychologically. The 
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development is well supported by the existence of adults who could provide material 

support to the growth of children. The growth must be well controlled as children tend 

to learn in the basis of development. The relative denial of close supervision or support 

from either parents or guardians tend to create street children (Stubbs, 2018).  

 

The street children are forced to engage in the economic activities so as to earn money 

to sustain life, such as through begging and carrying passengers’ luggage. The children 

become away from schools. This increases the denial of constitutional rights indicated 

in the constitution of Tanzania 11.2. (Everyone has right to education and will be free to 

fetch education in any case due to his/her maximum ability). This right is very difficult 

to be attained when the child is not under the supervision of adults (Asante etal 2014). 

 

The theory is relevant to this study because it recognizes the existence of care giver for 

child growth and development. It mentioned parents or guardians are responsible to 

supply material needs for children to ensure adequate development. The reality is that 

street children are struggling by their own in order to accommodate the earnings for 

livelihood sustenance. The children from the perspective of this theory need three 

things; support, care, communication with adults or parents. This relationship is 

basically important for the growth of a child in the society. However, this is not the case 

to the street children. They lack this opportunity and keep struggling to access the basic 

needs of life.  

 

2.2.2 Social Learning Theory 

The theory was developed by Albert Bandura, which explains that we learn different 

things through social interaction with others through observation, imitation and 

modeling. People tend to learn by observing others whom they interact with and adapt 

the way they act. (Nabavi.R 2012) 

 

From this idea, children are expected to learn what they see from either parents or any 

one they meet in their process of growth. Through social learning theory, it is expected 

that all the necessary skills children would learn from the place they grow in. Most of 
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African traditions prepare children to become elder with the skills available at home 

through what a father or mother is doing but also as well as according to gender. (Abari 

et al 2013). This enabled a child to copy exactly what the society is and in this form of 

learning, a child would learn proper things that are practiced by his/her society. It is the 

form of identity of that particular society or tribe which can differentiate one culture to 

the other. (Amali & Ojogbane 2004). 

 

However, street children lack the chance to learn because their lives are affected by the 

interactions they make, thus changing their behavior and attitudes. There is no proper 

upbringing one can get from streets. Sexual abuse, glue sniffing, physical and mental 

bullying are what street children come to interact with in their daily life. (ACSC 2012). 

So, it is very unfortunate that being a street child, a child misses the very important 

chance of enjoying proper raising. 

 

Street children have no choice of whom to interact with (no one to supervise them) 

something that puts them at risk of grabbing every behavior they come across. 

Unfortunately, most of the people whom they meet are bad people who inject them with 

incorrigible behavior such as drug use, raping, theft and robbery.  

 

2.2.3 Welfare Economic Theory 

Welfare economic theory (WET) was developed by Adam Smith which presents the 

principles for maximizing social welfare and the optimal allocation of resources. This is 

needed in order to effectively make proper allocation of resources so as to achieve the 

maximum welfare in the society. (Kwang 2016) 

WET is based on the equal distribution of the resources found in the society so that no 

one is made superior over the other because of allocation of resources. Taking the issue 

of severe poverty to many of rural area families, it means there is imbalance of 

allocation of resources between the urban area and the rural area. That is why most if 

not all of the children found in the streets of towns come from rural families. (Moore 

2006) 
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Rural areas always receive poor health systems, poor communication and infrastructural 

systems, poor water and sanitation systems and also poor education systems and poor 

living standards. This means that if there was application of this WET, the gap between 

the rural life and the urban would be of almost of the same standard something that 

would not push the children to run to urban areas in big numbers. (Callan & Thomas 

2007). 

Kopoka (2000) elaborates that before the interaction with the western civilization, 

African societies lives were almost of the same standard. Thus the vocabulary of street 

children was not there because the societies were self-sufficient and they lived 

according to their demands of life which did not differentiate between urban and rural 

areas. For that matter no one would think of leaving the village and go to town for better 

life, hence it automatically eliminated the problem of street children in the society. 

This theory is used in this study of street children in Tanzania which is contributed to 

uneven distribution of resources at the society level. Inefficient allocation of resources 

tends to create the classes of the haves and the have nots; while from the poor families 

from the have nots class emerge street children.   

2.2.4 The Systems Theory 

Wilkinson (2011), explains that the systems theory was first introduced in the 1940s 

by biologist Ludwig von Bertalanffy and furthered by W. Ross Ashby. The system 

theory relates with assessment and action records. It attempts to measure domains of 

child development for matters such as health, education, family and social relationships, 

identity, emotional and behavioral development, social presentation and self-care skills. 

Each domain is separately contributing to the development outcomes, the reality is that 

street children actions are related to fulfill the domain of development (Patton & Mc 

Mahon, 2014).  
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These are health, education, family and social relationships, identity, emotional and 

behavioral development, social presentation and self-care Skills (Antonia, 2009). The 

UK Health Department discovered consequences for street children in the society. The 

challenges are evident because of lack of parental guidance which is needed during 

child growth.  

Each domain of development created outcomes towards the achievement and strategies 

to support street children. Parents or care givers are responsible for supplying basic life 

needs for children, but rather, street children struggle by themselves. The time for being 

at school is utilized to work on the street, begging. The theory also recognizes the 

development of interventions for reduction of  street children (M. Sharma, 2016).  

2.3 Empirical literature Review 

Jose, (2016) commented that street children in India tend to be grouped in centers in 

order to access special needs. It needs special attention to supply the street children with 

special services which are not provided on the street. The society is the place where 

individuals are shaped and empowered to create better outlook on the appearance and 

prepare adults for the future in the society. Care is needed and has to be extended for 

street children as suggested by the attachment theory, moreover the street children are 

mostly affected by  poverty, lack of basic needs of life, lack of health needs and limited 

protection (Jose, 2016).  

 

The reality is that some of them are likely to engage in risky sexual behavior which is a 

threat for their future development. Moreover, as street children being limited with 

parental care, there should be support from adults to take care of these children and 

combine them into the households. This must be relating to the system and cooperation 

with non-governmental organizations.  

 

The study by Nkomo and Olufemi, (2015) educating street and homeless children in 

South Africa revealed that in rural context of South Africa where the HIV pandemic is 

really evident, the mother’s death has relation with the increase of street children. The 

street in most instances is noted with an increase of street children who struggle for 



16 

 

basic needs of life. These street children are limited in terms of accessibility of food and 

other basic requirements of life; this is fully attributed to the lack of parents or 

guardians. 

 

Katiro (2009)  studied on effects of street children in Zimbabwe. Findings showed that 

street children are suffering from poverty and it is obvious that avenue teenagers are 

poverty-stricken and their wishes and issues are a result of wanting to meet basic needs 

for survival. Street children are struggling to obtain fundamental necessities, such as 

food, shelter, health and clothing. Providing focused interventions that meet the needs 

of road adolescents requires an understanding of who they are, what they need, what 

they do and how they can be identified. This module presents features of avenue 

teenagers. Street children are one of the most susceptible businesses of terrible human 

beings. They face difficulties while residing in the streets, and they also enhance their 

very own approaches to overcome such difficulties. Street youngsters have some 

common characteristics that distinguish them from different terrible businesses.  

 

Ekpenyong & Udisi (2016) documented that substantial decrease in Non-Governmental 

Organizations dealing with street children in Nigeria contributed to the increase of street 

children. The effects of street children are possibly viewed to be increased with 

substantial increase in the death of parents (Ekpenyong & Udisi,2016). This has 

significantly attributed to the first category of street children who had no 

communication with parents. The extent that their parents have died is important to 

check on the causes and its effects, which tend to be increased when the parents are 

dead.  

 

Francis (2010) claims that, fewer female children might also be deserted with the aid of 

their households unlike male children because female are often socialized and taught by 

their families and culture to be submissive and caring. Therefore, they have a tendency 

to have fewer behavioral troubles as compared to boys. Since female have fewer 

behavioral problems, they have much less problems with their families and do not need 

to depart their homes. 
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Regarding gender representation, (Thompson, 2018) asserted that majority of road kids 

are boys whereas girls are much less represented owing to cultural sanctions, women are 

extra managed by their households. 

 

Similarly, (Mazikana, 2019) conducted a study on the challenges faced by children 

living on the streets. The results showed that large numbers of street children are male 

with little or no education. While female children regularly work on the streets, this is 

particularly associated with the possibilities to find food and other basic needs of life, 

which currently are lacking at home. In reality the types of street children indicated that 

not all orphaned children are vulnerable because one can be orphan and yet not being 

vulnerable. This is partly because there are some adults who can supply needs.  

Furthermore, the classification of street children comes into 13 groups that are basically 

connected to the reporting on the causes of single parents or orphans. In reality the street 

children are basically contributed to the single parent, orphans, disabled households, 

children forced to work, children harassment, early child bearing, children forced to 

engage in sexual intercourse, child headed household (Buske, 2011). 

 

(Nyoni, 2007) focused on the street children environment, findings showed that the 

average age of street children was fourteen. Distributions are biggest in the l0-14-year 

historical age group. Nyoni concluded that, the average age of street children varies at a 

very small proportion in most parts of the world. 

 

(Chireshe,et al 2010) conducted a study in South Africa on the poverty and street 

children. Findings revealed that poverty increased extensively among children in the 

society. Poverty is basically related to the lack of access to fundamental needs for 

survival. This thought is contributed by lack of power over the environment and own 

lives. The study conducted in the wide dimension, using the World Bank, titled “Can all 

people hear us” It was found that the poor are regularly victims of situations that are 

beyond their control. It is clear that the most single cause of Africa social and financial 

problem is certainly unstable government. The study observes that negative political 

management is assured to maintain a negative or poor innovative strategies to deal with 

street children.  
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There are consequences of corruption which increased the poverty in the community 

which drive increase of street children. It is perpetuated in the perfect strata of the 

society, the basically contributed to hunger, homelessness, crime and inhuman 

conditions of existence especially in the streets. Poverty mostly contributed to lack of 

basic needs, meals, clothing, fitness care, security and protection.  

 

(Muvengi, 2010) indicated that poverty was estimated at 58% in Kenya according to the 

central bureau of statistics. The study conducted in Nairobi, suggested that Kenya is one 

of the countries where about 10% of the population control greater than 1/2 of the 

country’s wealth. Using records accrued from 320 households in October and December 

2006, it was concluded that poverty level was very excessive in the rural areas of 

Kenya. In addition, he pointed out that poverty was once emphasized by way of 

increasing food prices, low incomes and unemployment. 

 

(Stenton, 2015) argued  that many Kenyans earn much less than a thousand shilling per 

month and 56% of the whole Kenyan population live on fifty shillings a day and that at 

least one of each and every two Kenyans are poor. Poverty deprives people of their 

integrity. This stage of poverty has serious implications on street children. This is true 

that many families lack food and basic necessities of life. Children consequently suffer 

most; some may also search for food in the streets with the hope of getting sufficient 

needs from begging and scavenging in the dumping areas of towns. 

 

Sorre and Oino (2013) children from poor households in Kenya find themselves in 

desperate scenario that they did not create. Further, they have no energy to overcome 

these situations. The structures that condemn them to poverty are created by using 

unjust, corrupt selfish and greedy governments that lack equitable distribution of 

resources. Nayaran points out that hard work for the poor does not make a difference. In 

addition, he strikes on providing for an explanation for that, no matter hard work, many 

poor households go to bed each night with their simple wishes unmet. Nayaran’s 

argument informs this study and brings out the cause why the poor stays poor 

irrespective of their hard work.  
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In reality, the situation is clearly lacking persistent solution, the voice of the poor 

mostly is limited and not recognized, street children are mostly created over the existing 

system in the society. The desire of street children is not heard; less effort is directed to 

alleviate poverty in modern society.   

 

Seth et al. (2005) did a study on street and working children in India, found that street 

children visit religious places whenever free food is available. Majority of these 

children suffer from severe hunger, one in every seven have no health care at all, one in 

every five have no safe water and one in every three have no toilets or sanitation 

facilities at home. These bring challenges of life during the street life, they tend to suffer 

in accessing food and clean water. The possibility of suffering with diversity of diseases 

is higher compared to the actual situation. The situation tends to increase the incidence 

of street children in many developing countries, the accessibility of basic life needs is a 

big problem which increases street children.  

 

Gaciuki, (2010) found that poverty among children is higher than the incidence of 

poverty among adults. He argues that in many developing nations like Kenya this takes 

place in opposition to environment of generalized poverty and vulnerability as well as 

social exclusion. This explains that 46% of Kenyan population lives below poverty line. 

It is clear that children in Kenya who contributed about 50% of the population desired 

to be protected. This is especially considered as one of the disadvantages that created 

the vulnerability and poverty situation in the society.  

 

(Anich et al 2011) found that the wide variety of street children in Uganda are mostly 

due to homelessness and violence. This has the same opinion with the statement to be 

“famous” for the exploding populating of street children who are acknowledged for 

committing petty crimes, like stealing mobile phones and wallets. This is inevitable due 

to the fact street children to be homeless are neither fostered nor institutionalized, the 

only choice left is the streets, while on the streets they have needs for primary survival, 

hence their involvement in stealing and different types of petty crimes and anti-social 

behavior. 
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In the current literature street children originated from homelessness in the global 

perspective, economic changes, severe shortage of low cost shelter for low-income 

households, and reductions in social programs. Among those at the chance are  single 

mothers, buttered women, abused children, disabled, frail, elderly people and the 

households of workers whose jobs have disappeared (Kilbride et al 2000).  

Susser, (2012) did a study in Philippines and found that quite a number characters of the 

child’s family, the neighborhood community and the society explain why some children 

are on the streets. These covered poverty, uneducated and large families.  

 

The family historical past of street children suggests that the majority of their parents 

are single parents who have irregular incomes due to the fact they are now not 

employed. Most of the mothers and fathers are street hawkers and have very low 

incomes. Most families live in overcrowded slums of the urban areas. Majority of the 

families have income from illicit chang’aa brewing, petty businesses and prostitution. 

Some dads and mums are Jua kali car repairers and tailors who have faced issues from 

the town council of eviction considering the fact that their enterprise locations and 

dwellings are viewed as unlawful. Street children leave their homes because of unique 

elements such as parental incapacity to cope with demands introduced about by speedy 

monetary instabilities in families. Most of street children take themselves to streets to 

seek for jobs. 

 

They are influenced by parents’ context which made them reside in the streets so that 

supporters or the authorities can assist them. In most instances street children obtain 

food on the streets. Often the food is inadequate and unbalanced as their potential can 

only afford soda, bread and occasionally baked maize from the streets. During activities 

when their salaries are now not profitable, and have no one to give food to them they 

consume from the dustbins or assist themselves to something nearby in form of meals.  

 

Street children describe their fitness fame as reasonable, they view the kinds of illness 

or diseases they ride as minor or normal so long as they can move, work and run. 

Sickness in them means lack of ability to move or work. Nutritional popularity is a key 

aspect of children’s health, physical and properly being and in cognitive development. 
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The causes of malnutrition amongst street children are complex and interrelated with the 

consumption of contaminated food and inadequate dietary consumption.   

 

(Cremin & Nakabugo, 2012) documents a high correlation between poverty and 

education in Tanzania. He observes that returns to principal education are close to zero 

but higher in secondary education plays a principal role in human development. It 

strengthens people’s ability to increase productivity and possibility to gain greater 

standards of living and thereby improving the quality of life. Poverty decreases if the 

parents at the house are educated. Once children are not schooling and remain on the 

streets it becomes very difficult in the future to avoid street children problem.  

 

Despite the introduction of free education program, the children who are in school age 

are out of school creating low access to education development. Although primary 

education is free there is a requirement for uniforms, meals, books and different 

obligatory contributions. Children affected by poverty record high absenteeism from 

school. They have trouble in concentrating in their studies, suffering and worries 

because of peers’ existence. Teachers who do not know about the pupil’s home 

circumstances punish them for lack of interest and sleeping in classes and for not 

completing homework. (Young & Barrett, 2001).  

 

Children occasionally get withdrawn from school because of financial reasons that 

require contributions in which the household may have low means to manage such 

contribution. There are many street children working due to poverty. Work damages 

their bodily and mental fitness because their physical and mental health are not 

commensurate to the work they perform. They emerge as prone to psychosocial troubles 

and psychological stress. The motivation for them to work is in order to make 

contribution to the economic support for their household which is such a heavy duty at 

an early age. The work deprives them of the time and chance due to pressure for 

survival. Most of the working children are exhausted, hungry and anxious because even 

though they attend schools their performance is poor. They pass around on the streets 

begging for cash and / or food (UNICEF., 2007). 
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According to Mosoetsa (2011), family status increases wide variety of street children 

research finished that street children reside on streets because of poor family members 

at home, leading to frustrations, overcrowded homes. For this reason, they consider 

street as choice home. Some street children decide upon street lifestyles to household 

lifestyles because of negative relations in their families. (Mosoetsa, 2011).  

 

Street children find their residences materially and morally depriving. For example, the 

mother and father brew chang’aa, abuse alcohol and mothers welcome as many 

boyfriends as possible. Thus some children opt to take to street lifestyles because of 

their dislike of what goes on in their homes. The literature indicates that 82% of street 

children indicated that they were forced to escape or go away from their residences and 

stay on the streets due to the fact of maltreatment, abuse and exploitation they witnessed 

from both parents, fathers, step fathers, step mothers, older brothers or relatives, and 

while working informally in shops. Abuse, in most instances took the structure of 

extreme beating and insults for trivial errors. Similarly factors show that majority of the 

street children expressed that neglect led them to have direct daily contact with street 

life due to a number of reasons such as lack of parental supervision, parental attitudes to 

the teenagers as burdens due to massive family size, illness of parents/guardians, fathers 

who want women to males or the opposite, and overlook due to divorce or separation 

(McAlpine, Henley etal.2009) 

 

Ruth Evans (2006) lack of responsibility on the phase of the parents, family conflicts 

and parental behavioral problems, for instance giving precedence to cloth gains, 

substance use and gambling, leads teenagers taking to the Streets. This study by Evans 

(2006) pointed out that most street female children come from single families as end 

result of divorce, separation or demise of one’s guardian. He notes that most of them are 

from impoverished social financial grounds.  

 

Ruth  Evans, (2004) explains that the high number of woman headed households is a 

proper indication of family separation with the majority of the street children 

originating from these single mother or father environments. He further noted that the 

street children come from single guardian families, generally single mothers with 
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constrained help network. He observed that in case where the parents are serious 

drinkers, children regularly lived alone for many hours and are no longer provided with 

sufficient nutrition. The study reveals that the female children survival activities in the 

street are constrained to begging and prostitution while the male are involved in many 

other income producing activities like guiding motorists, scavenging. etc.  

Other studies on the street children in Nairobi located that up to 90% of these girls come 

from households struggling from physical and verbal abuse, and alcoholism. More than 

half of the female originated from single parents’ households in low – income 

settlements.  

 

There are attributes to the presence of children in the streets to “push” elements such as 

poverty, war, drought, family dysfunction and loss of life of a mum or dad as nicely as 

pull factors like following friends, or believing that there are properly matters to 

discover on the street. There are some push elements as use of corporal punishment, 

occasional escapades to the streets, truancy from faculty and idleness due to lack of 

schooling. 

 

It is clear that majority of street children in polygamous households are no longer 

skilled and work in the farm. Since technically two households remain together, there is 

jealousy between the two other halves and their children. This cause consequence in 

quarrel between other halves and children which gives terrible impact in the children’s 

idea on family. In most instances children leave home to seek for peace and end up in 

the street and ultimately grow to be street children.  

 

The father or mother or both of them have drinking and quarrelling habit. They have 

their children departing from home and running to streets looking for peaceful life. 

When street children are sexually abused with the aid of loved ones or pressured to 

commit crimes children depart out from home for the purpose of living in the street of 

most   cities and town. 
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Children whose parents fail to send them to school or who are withdrawn via father or 

mother from faculty to do homework, take care of the cattle, sheep of the local landlords 

to earn income for the family. They run away to streets for working to search needs. 

Children affected with intellectual fitness come to the streets on their own, 

unconsciously or are driven away through the parents who take teenagers to be a 

burden. Love affairs between girls and boys and severe objection from the parents due 

to caste or tribal aspects forces them to run to town and cities and work and live on 

streets till they discover a place in a slum. 

 

The street children are innocent, trusting and full of hope. Their childhood must be of 

bless and loving. Their lives have to mature gradually, as they gain new experiences. 

However, for many street children, the reality of childhood is altogether different. 

Millions of children aged 6-14 years are now not in school.  

 

Children are exploited at work. Right through history, children have been abused and 

exploited. They go through hunger, homelessness, work in damaging conditions, and 

poor health care and constrained opportunities for primary education. Children need not 

live such a life. Childhood can and must be preserved. Children have to have the proper 

to survive, develop, be included and take part in decisions that affect their lives. 

 

Factors which contribute to abuse of street children in Africa, always are contributed to 

the number of reasons underlying poverty, insufficient or unbalanced monetary growth 

and structural adjustment programs.  

 

(Mathur, Rathore etal. 2009) The experience of street children is clearly indicated by the 

fact that some street children are abused, which affect them emotionally, physically, 

economically and sexually. Traditional practices such as teenager’s marriage, caste 

system, girl feticide, child labor, divorce and culture increased children’s vulnerability.  

India has the greatest population of street children who go through destitution, neglect, 

abuse and exploitation and it is estimated that in city areas there are 11 million 

teenagers on the street. 
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Some street children are compelled to street existence by their adoptive families who 

keep all the taking which include little meals that they get from dustbins. Street children 

of unwedded mothers and intercourse employees are taken to some distance locations 

and deserted in railway stations and bus stations. 

 

The husbands choose one wife and her children in a polygamous family. Other street 

children are overlooked they lack fatherly love and come to be subjected to rejection 

and abuse. They lose fatherly love which each child has a right to an imperative in life. 

These street children advance a poor attitude in the direction of father. In most 

occurrences these teenagers take to street to locate someone to compensate for the lost 

love. 

 

UNICEF suggests street children have a right to care by using their parents, obligatory 

free training the greater requirements of health, social safety and the provision of 

relaxation and recreation. UNICEF goes similarly to indicate that rights of the working 

children, whose major exercise is to work, are except question in jeopardy. Any work 

that endangers children physical, mental, spiritual, ethical or social development must 

be delivered to an end.  

 

Hazardous child labor is a betrayal of each and every child proper as a human being and 

is an offence towards civilization. Child abuse leading to child labor does not solely 

harm children’s physical and mental fitness but additionally critically compromises 

possibilities for future development. Work makes children susceptible to psychosocial 

problem. Working to make contributions to family economic help places a large burden 

to children. Work deprives children of the chance for normal development and growth. 

Even if they are in school they can't reap the necessary intellectual development that 

would decorate their ordinary growth. Playing is an important thing in facilitating a 

child’s health growth. When children are exhausted, hungry and anxious they cannot 

operate well in schools. (Pagare, Meena, etal. 2004).  
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The factors contributing to child abuse, it was once mentioned that in Africa there are 

inadequate rules aimed at restricting child abuse, in fantastic enforcement of relevant 

rules and lack of public awareness. These are among the major contributing factors to 

street children, economic stagnation, unemployment and rural – city migration which 

lead to accelerated urban poverty. These factors aggravated by means of the rising value 

of living make contributions to the inevitability of child abuse pushing children to the 

street with hope of getting better life. 

 

The majority of street children have nobody to care, love and bond with in their early 

years of life. The early experience of bonding and attachment that creates experience of 

protection and have faith additionally enhance during this soft segment of the child’s 

improvement girls are at greater danger of being abused sexually similarly notes that 

girls engage in commercial sexual intercourse in order to survive. In a document on 

sexual abuse of Tanzania women and girls aged 15 years and beneath indicated that 

female aged 15 years and below present sexual services for less than 50 shillings for 

their survival (Stoebenau, Heise. etal. 2016) argue that authorities and other individual 

members who have accurate will of the neighborhood may also pick up female children 

from the streets  more rapidly than male child. There is a concern on female may 

additionally be recruited to do domestic work in private households without problems 

than boys or to work in the business industry.  

 

Street children in misery in Brazil mentioned that, the regular age of street children 

varies from place to place. In developing countries children as eight years stay totally on 

their own. In developed countries, street children are normally over the age of twelve 

years. The proportion of female amongst street children is stated to be less than 30% in 

growing international locations and about 50% in many developed nations.  

 

Moreover, UNICEF (2009) stated that non-governmental groups working with street 

children in Dar es Salaam and in other cities like Arusha, Mbeya, Mwanza and Tanga 

have restrained capability to aid the super inclusion of these street children as quickly as 

they enter major school. The record moreover added that, although they have furnished 

schooling for Local Government Officers, Head teachers and instructors in nearby 
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schools, there are persevering with potential and attitudinal gaps which shape obstacles 

to the street children  having got admission to top notch training (Lyimo, 2013). 

 

The surveyed literature from UNICEF (2009) that studied street kids inclusion in 

fantastic training in Dar es Salaam, the existence and its implications for street 

children’s health in Tanzania and the situational analysis of street children in Tanzania 

placing discovered that the plight of street children is one of the integral social trouble 

determined in the cities of Dar es salaam, Mwanza, Arusha and Mbeya due to the reality 

1980. The rights of the child and its implementation and enforceability in Tanzania.  

 

Lugala and Mbwambo (1999) asserted that majority of street children early life in 

growing international locations are boys with little or no schooling whereas girls 

determined to be a great deal a whole lot much less possibly to destroy household ties 

and go to Street life. Most of the researches carried out on the vicinity of street children 

in the context of Tanzania are based totally completely on motives of street children and 

consequences they face in the streets. Not a total lot has been accomplished on motives 

focusing on the characteristics of street children in precise elements of age and gender 

in Tanzania. (Amury & Komba, 2010). 

 

It is more clear that these street children turn out to be a problem and its magnitude 

enlarges particularly based totally on the demand of offerings and the state of poverty of 

the local and the household in particular. The requirements used to perceive the street 

children vulnerability including: those living in child-headed households, these residing 

in elderly-headed, in addition to that necessary elements throughout the identification 

are really attached to the age and even the surrounding community. Moreover these 

most inclined teenagers  are under the care of adults aged from  20–59 years-old 

present, the workout additionally appear one-of-a-kind elements collectively with the 

dad and mom popularity if they are current and even the most inclined children  with 

the mum or dad with disabilities (Amury & Komba, 2010). 
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Children with one surviving mum or dad living in a house with horrific super roofing 

(grass and/or mud) and these with incapacity residing in related awful conditions and 

children with one surviving guardian dwelling in a residence with terrible great roofing 

(grass and/or mud) or with terrible wall materials or without toilet amenities and these 

with incapacity residing in similar terrible stipulations (Lewin, Sabates. etal.2011). 

 

Crombach & Elbert (2014) commented that street children be grouped together in needs 

to provide exclusive needs and care as that already overlooked from their family and 

comparable discrimination. The society constantly structure person in phrases of superb 

and probable negative shape with the superb structure to empower and train the better 

outlook on the look and put them together as exact adult in the future. (Crombach & 

Elbert, 2014). The parental care every time neglected create greater room for the 

destruction, even a fear generation in the coming future, usually from these 

understanding it is essential to deal with street children currently until they become  

adults that ought to finance different prone kids in the coming future, if  presently most 

prone children are not nicely treated to grant parental care, these children, particularly 

girls, drop out of schools" and even come to be more complicated to handle twofold 

trouble currently street children and grown up who were inclined in previous years in 

child age. 

The study conducted in Tanzania by Mpugi, (2015) determined that street children 

contributed by pervasive poverty over a third of households dwelling beneath a simple 

wants poverty line. In fact, households do no longer command income sufficient even to 

provide meals to fulfill primary minimum dietary requirements.(Mpugi, 2015). It 

mostly, related to physical and intellectual development, financial and social wellbeing, 

and their contribution to national development. 

The study by Fiasorgbor & Fiasorgbor (2015) found that street children are the source 

of poverty in which majority are living below the poverty line. The children run in their 

homes to work in the street because of searching for basic needs of life. The children 

living in street tend to be affected physically and mentally. It is of recent attention due 

to lack of parental guidance because of poverty incidence in the community. (Fiasorgbor 

& Fiasorgbor, 2015).  
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The study conducted by Chamwi (2014) took time to pass through street children in 

most Tanzania. This phenomenon can be found in all over Tanzania, the perspective of 

street children may vary region- wise. This sought to diversify responses of the street 

children experience direct from the street children. Street children defined by 

government and non-governmental institutions are basically required to define the 

phenomena. The study conducted in Moshi Tanzania, the study conducted under a 

constructivism research paradigm. Data was conducted by using semi structured 

interview and observation documentation. The findings showed that street children were 

contributed by poverty, rural urban disparity, cultural practices and the effects of 

structural adjustment programs. These factors contributed directly or indirectly to the 

street children.  

 

The study conducted by Lyimo (2013) in Moshi municipality in Tanzania, the purpose 

was to examine the status of street focusing on the causes, characteristics and policies 

that favor street children. This related to the identification of street children, 

characteristics of street children and policies that pay attention on the interest of street 

children. It was employed cross-sectional survey design purposely to achieve the 

desired objective. It was guided by the use of quantitative and qualitative approaches in 

data analysis. Qualitative data was analyzed by the using of condensation techniques 

and quantitative data was analyzed by using Statistical Package for Social Science 

(SPSS) program in the preparation of frequencies and percentages from the participants. 

The study findings showed that poverty was considered as the major cause of street, it 

was revealed that boys are found in the streets than girls with age more than 10 years.  

The major reason is that female are less represented owing to cultural sanctions. Girls 

are more subjected to family control than male counterparts. Once girls escape from the 

families to work as servant are more subjected to be servants for a family or are caught 

by pimps. Girls are more subjected to abuse than boys on the street, this increases the 

more risk of female children than males. These findings desired to contribute 

knowledge to support social worker practitioners to the planning of polices towards the 

provision of social services.  
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It was found that poverty beget poverty, it means that a poor individual or family has a 

higher probability of continue becoming poor for the next generations, once children are 

not exposed to education and other social services. This created the difficult 

environment to abscond from poverty chain. More than 80 percent of the world’s 

population basically suffer from income differentials. That mostly are South Asia and 

Sub-Saharan Africa, in the UNICEF report, 22,000 children die each day because of 

poverty.  

 

The study by Mc. Alpine et al (2009) on the survey of street children in Northern 

Tanzania specifically focused on the street children in Kilimanjaro and Arusha regions. 

It targeted a total of 1923 street children from towns of Arusha and Moshi. It revealed 

the existence of relationship between poverty, violence in the home and flow of children 

to Streets. The risk for a child is increased when there is no support in the accessibility 

of basic needs of life (Khanal, 2019). The risk is increased in the accessibility of basic 

needs. There are increasingly challenges of abuse and denial of human rights which are 

conducted to these children. The male children are treated badly either by fellows or 

other adults in the community.  

 

The study conducted by Gwanyemba et al (2016) in Arusha on the resilience of street 

children to violence, exploitation and abuse in Tanzania. Results showed that the law 

must be well considered to regulate the affairs of street children where the basis of 

consideration must be well undertaken. Moreover, female children still survive with 

some connection with their families than male counterparts. This provide the evidence 

that the number of female children on the streets are less than fellow male counterparts 

(Gwanyemba et al., 2016). The relative number of female street children is less 

considered which accounted for 20% of the 1923 street children in these regions. The 

sense of insecurity which contributed to attack of male children tends to come during 

the day and during night they go back home.  

 

The study conducted by Kijo Bisimba (2011) on the street children in Dar es salaam, 

this study used a sample size of 234, in which boys are 140 and girls are 94 children. 

These street children have dropped from school typically for boys which account for 
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50% of 140, compared to girls about 31.9% who dropped from school out of 94 

children. The small proportion 39% of boys managed to complete primary education 

and girls reported to be 46% who had completed standard seven(Kijo-Bisimba, 2011). 

These figures indicate the existence of denial of rights to education among Street 

Children.  

 

Komba (2010) argued that the denial of rights to education increases the chain of 

poverty and deprivation among the street children in the near future, which tend to 

perpetuate the chain of poverty. These tend to increase the circle of street children in the 

near future, which basically harmed the street children and tend to reduce the chance of 

these Children to participate in the development of future economy(Komba, 2010). The 

effective participation is basically perpetuated by the effective strategies which must be 

in line with the provision of education among the street children.  

 

The study conducted by Chalya (2016) on street children in north-western Tanzania. 

The result showed that children on the streets are at risk of diseases and lack of 

information in the society. The study has already witnessed that street children engage 

in sexual activity too early without adequate knowledge for protection from sexually 

transmitted diseases (STDs) (Chalya et al, 2016). These are too fatal for human 

existence especially when the society does not plan for the protection of street children 

especially in such a dangerous path. The study documented that about 72.8% of girls 

have conducted sex, and more than 61.2% had sex without condom and never used 

condom. The study also found that street children are mostly affected with airborne 

diseases, about 34% of boys and 19% of girls are living in the cheap rented rooms, 

which put these children at risk it accommodates 10-20 children, the reality is that these 

children are living at risk of being infected with diseases, due to insufficient of hygiene 

facilities.  

 

The problem of street children is really the threat in the development and respective 

measures must be taken to reduce the number of street children. This is because street 

children are encountered with the hard life and tend to be a threat to the development 

because some of them engage in crimes.  
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UNICEF (2009) defines coverage as a precept or rule to information choices and obtain 

rational outcomes. A policy is a statement of intent, and is implemented as a process or 

protocol. Policies are normally adopted by a board of seniors within an organization. 

Street children live in a community, peopled by using exclusive street children, street 

educators, assist agencies, insurance makers, regulation enforcers, regulation makers 

and moreover regulation breakers and exploiters. The world of street children is 

complex. Parents who are supposed to guard them (law enforcers) can additionally at 

instances mistreat them due to the fact they would possibly rightly or wrongly think that 

the street teenagers are involved in criminal activities. 

 

On the exclusive hand the regulation breakers and exploiters can also additionally 

furnish the street children with provisions but at the fee of crook recreation or 

exploitative sex, right here then the desire for insurance policies arise. Community is 

involved in street children projects; it comes to recognize that the bother of street 

children is a problem for the whole community. It additionally comes to apprehend that 

problems of street children have multiple causes and need a number of responses. 

United Nations Convention on the Rights of the child adopted through the United 

Nations General Assembly in 1989 outlined the fundamental rights of teenagers and the 

duties of the governments to protect children. Street kids have the equal rights as other 

teenagers and have the same legal guidelines. A summary of the conference is given as 

follows: 

 

A child is defined as being an individual under the age of 18 until laws of the country 

that maturity is attained at any lower age.  

 All rights should be observed for all children with no exception. Nations should 

not violate any right, and ought to take stern measures against any violence.  

 All moves involving children think about their best interests. The state is to 

furnish sufficient care when mum, father or others fail to do so.  

 Every baby has the inherent desirable to life, and the government has the 

responsibility to make certain the child’s survival and development.  
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 Every baby has the right to the highest diploma of health possible, and to get 

right of entry to health and medical services. 

 Every infant has a right to education, and the government has the responsibility 

to make positive that foremost education is made free and compulsory.  

 

The country wants to shield children from attraction to work that constitutes danger to 

their health, training or development, set minimum wages for employment, and alter 

conditions for employment.  

 

No child should be subjected to torture, cruelty, punishment, life imprisonment or 

unlawful arrest. The nation lays down the policy for brilliant treatment, separation from 

detained adults, contact with family and access to legal assistance, Every child ought to 

be protected from narcotics and psychotropic drug use, and from being concerned in its 

production and distribution, The kingdom has the duty to make sure that the infant 

victims of armed conflicts, torture, neglect, maltreatment or exploitation acquire first-

rate cure for their healing and social reintegration. 

 

It is necessary for street educators and the community as a whole to familiarize 

themselves with rights and laws related to children due to the fact street children 

frequently get into battle with prison authorities. Communities at instances want to act 

as unofficial advocates for them. To bring up this function, street educators and 

different stakeholders choose to increase working relationships with the nearby police, 

military, court authorities, centers for juvenile offenders and prison professionals on 

problems related to street early life 

 

Following the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child adopted by way of 

skill of the United Nations General Assembly in 1989, Tanzania installed Education 

Training Policy (1995) that furnished equal admission  for all children to simple 

education, and the child development policy (1996) that emphasizes the favor for co-

ordination and collaboration between ministries to make sure that all school-going age 

children are enrolled in fundamental schools and that alternative programs are set up for 

the older children. 
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The insurance plan policies moreover emphasize the favor to introduce programs which 

will allow children from horrible households to get admission to education, so that those 

who have dropped out of school can re-enter schooling, and to make good conducive 

teaching/learning environment for children. A Complementary Basic Education 

(COBET) or MEMKWA the corresponding Kiswahili acronym which stands for 

Mpango wa Elimu Kwa Walioikosa is in neighborhood to furnish flexible educational 

probabilities to children out of school. MEMKWA centers are linked to some 

quintessential schools, and some NGOs are additionally registered as MEMKWA 

providers. 

 

Initial research suggests that when MEMKWA is provided through NGOs, it is more 

effective in facilitating children’s entry or re-entry to the formal training than when it is 

facilitated in other colleges (TEN, 1999). However, even when children succeed in 

standard IV examinations at the stop of a MEMKWA course, they typically face 

difficulties when they swap to mainstream education. 

 

Although the Tanzania Government has made actual improvement towards carrying out 

widely basic education, with net enrolment in fundamental colleges rising from a ratio 

of fifty-nine percent in 2003 to 97.3% in 2007. Street children’s entry to education stays 

very low. A 2008 census of street children in Mwanza indicated that 26% of students 

had in no way attended school, and a similarly 45% had dropped out of school. When 

requested what structure of intervention would be most beneficial to them, just over 

50% preferred information for an education (UNICEF, 2007). 

 

Many said that teenagers had been excluded from college for non-payment, and in one 

school, more than 1/2 the older teenagers had been excluded for non-payment at some 

point. Such demands for payments from students will inevitably be very difficult for 

kids dwelling in the streets with little or no household assistance or income. Therefore, 

this indicated that training services supplied do not cater the demand of all the teenagers 

in the country. In principle, predominant education in Tanzania is free. The coverage 

enshrined in the Primary Education Development Plan is that a child should no longer 

be excluded from school for missing fees. However, in a countrywide survey children 
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said that majority of children said that their school contributions were of up to 5000/- 

(Tanzanian Shilling) for a number of contribution from health offerings to watchmen 

and school constructions (UNICEF, 2009). 

 

2.4 Research Gap  

There is increase in street children in various places as indicated by studies reviewed. 

The problem of increase in street children is still getting worse. Children in the street 

continue to suffer because the factors which contribute to the increase in street children 

is yet unknown. There is lack of strategies to adequately reduce street children. Children 

in the streets are facing difficulties while they are considered to be a threat mentally, 

physically and socially. There is increased accessibility of basic needs of life which are 

really the challenges. These children are missing the right to education which is an 

important catalyst for their future development. This study was conducted to fill this 

gap. 

 

2.5 Conceptual framework 

A conceptual framework is used in research to provide basic outline which indicates 

action or ideas. This is relied on the theoretical frameworks that attempts to connect the 

aspects of research such as variables (Amury & Komba, 2010). 
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Figure 2.1: Conceptual framework 

Source: Researcher, (2020) 

 

The conceptual framework presents the independent variables, dependent variable, and 

the relationship between these variables. Firstly, the independent variables such as push 

factors which indicate the poverty in family, domestic violence and orphanage. The pull 

factors include peer groups, seek for freedom and good life. There are challenges which 

were encountered in reducing street children such as less community support, lack of 

clear intervention support and low community awareness. The strategies to reduce street 

children education accessibility, basic needs accessibility and parent or guardian 

support. These factors may contribute to children running to street.  
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CHAPTER THREE 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Introduction 

This chapter presents the details of the research, it covers area of the study, research 

design, study population, sample size and sampling procedures, data collection methods 

and tools and data analysis plan.  

 

3.2 Area of the Study 

This study was conducted in Ubungo municipality. The area was selected because of 

being easily accessible based on the budget and sampling size that could be easily 

managed. Also Ubungo is one of the busiest districts in Dar es salaam and has many 

economic activities which all attract children to settle. The busiest bus terminal in Dar 

es salaam (Ubungo Bus terminal) is found in the municipality. Also Sinza area is busy 

24 hours something which also makes street children flock there in big numbers. So far 

there are no official statistics about the population of Ubungo, this is because Ubungo is 

a new district which was cut from Kinondoni district in 2015. 

 

Being it busy all the day, Ubungo Municipality became potential area to collect data on 

the street children because these children are moving in various areas in the 

municipality trying seeking money through begging on cleaning vehicles. 

 

3.3 Research Design 

Research design is the plan used to guide data collection and analysis, it provides 

picture as a road map (Bryman, 2017). This study used a cross-sectional design, which 

facilitated data collection within a single point of time. This provided an opportunity to 

concentrate within a single area. This design facilitated the application of both 

qualitative and quantitative approaches for gathering accurate and reliable information.  
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3.4 Study population 

A population contains any arrangement of people or items that possess at least common 

characteristics (Coolican, 2017). In this manner the population can be large or small 

depending on the size of people or items in which the researcher intended to make 

inference. The study population included children hanging on different streets of 

Ubungo Municipality and the community members or Ubungo residents. 

 

3.5 Sample size and sampling procedures 

3.5.1 Sample size 

Sample design is a definite plan for obtaining a sample from a given population, and  

the method or the strategy the researcher adopted in choosing the sample (Creswell & 

Creswell, 2017). The sample and its frame is really selected in the necessity of the 

study, in choosing the sample the consideration must be in data. The study conducted by 

Nyambura et al (2017) used the sample size of 107 street children, and the study 

conducted by Lugalla & Mbwambo (1999)  used the sample size of 200 street children. 

Therefore, sample size between 107 and 200 is valid for this study. For that respect this 

study used the sample size of 120 street children who were obtained from different parts 

of Ubungo municipality.  

 

3.5.2 Sampling procedure 

Sampling procedures involved both simple random and purposive sampling. The study 

selected sample by using simple random sampling from the first to the last in the study. 

The study was conducted during day time and identification of street children was found 

in the street begging or resting in various areas of Ubungo municipality.  

 

The snow ball was used to sample street children. These children are mostly begging for 

food and money. The purposive sampling was used to select key informants such as 

community development officers, WEO and SEO. These respondents provided 

qualitative data on the study themes.  
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3.6 Data Collection Methods and Tools 

This part covers the instruments in which the researcher used in data collection process 

during the research field. The researcher used questionnaire and interviews. 

 

3.6.1 Questionnaire 

There are pre-set questions which the respondent is required to answer at his or her 

convenience. These questionnaires are intended to be answered by the community 

members who were selected randomly. The purpose was to save their time and also due 

to insufficient financial resource. 

 

3.6.2  Interviews 

The researcher conducted face-to-face interviews with key informants to provide 

sufficient information about street children. The researcher employed semi-structured 

interviews using a prepared list of questions that key informants were required to 

answer. Semi-structured interviews were used because they are flexible and vital in 

gathering in-depth information by using open-ended questions. Indeed, the use of semi-

structured interviews helped the researcher to obtain pertinent and in depth information, 

maintaining a good rapport and momentum with the respondents, unlike structured 

interviews that sometimes can be unmanageable. 

 

3.6.3  Documents Review 

The researcher also collected data by the use of reviewing the available documents 

which relate with the topic of street children such as articles in journals, newspapers, 

published books, also various policies about children. 

 

3.7 Data Analysis Plan 

Collected data were entered in SPSS Version 21 for windows program before its 

respective analysis. Descriptive statistics was used to analyze data in which frequency, 

percentage and cross tabulation were used as output. 
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3.7 Ethical consideration 

During the research, the researcher maintained research ethics. This involved taking into 

consideration a research clearance letter from Mzumbe University which indicated the 

identity and intentions of the researcher. With this letter it was easy for the researcher to 

introduce himself hence acquiring the required cooperation during his study. 

 

Ethical issue also searched informed consent and voluntary participation. The researcher 

provided sufficient information to the respondents concerning the purpose of the study. 

The utilization of collected data and what level of participation required from 

respondents. On another important aspect, the researcher assured all participants that 

had no obligation to participate in the interviews. Participation of the respondents was 

subjected to taking part in the interview. 

 

Furthermore, the researcher maintained privacy of the respondents by not exposing their 

identity such as names or status or anything that was agreed with the respondent as 

condition before collection of data. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

PRESENTATION OF THE FINDINGS 

4.1Introduction 

This chapter presents the findings of the study, it is divided in several subsections such 

as profile of the respondents, factors for increasing street children in the community, 

strategies used by the community to reduce street children and the challenges faced by 

street children in Ubungo municipality.  

 

4.2 Profile of the Respondents 

This section indicates the profile of respondents in terms of gender, age, street children 

place of living and parent existence.  

 

4.2.1 Respondents distribution by Gender 

Findings in table 4.1 presented the respondents distribution by gender. A large 

proportion 80% are males compared to 20% females. This implies that finding reflects 

that street children are composed of both male and female. Majority appeared to be 

male than female counterparts. This is because social norms give more freedom of 

movement to male kids than female. This provides more room to male children to 

engage easily on streets, hence the increase number of street children. 

 

Table 4. 1: Respondents’ distribution by gender 

Category  Frequency Percent 

Male 96 80.0 

Female 24 20.0 

Total 120 100.0 

Source: Researcher, (2020) 
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4.2.2 Respondents’ distribution by Age 

Findings in Table 4.2 indicates respondents’ distribution by age. A large proportion 

51.7% of street children are aged between 10-14 years, followed by 29.2% are under 10 

years and a small proportion 19.2% are 15-17 years. These findings indicate that 

majority of street children are under 15. 

 

Table 4. 2: Respondents’ distribution by Age 

Category  Frequency Percent 

Under 10 years 35 29.2 

10-14 62 51.7 

15-17 23 19.2 

Total 120 100.0 

Source: Researcher, (2020) 

 

4.2.3 Street Children place of living  

Findings in Table 4.3 presents street children by place of living. Majority 45.8% of 

street children make their settlement at the bus stand, compared to 25% reported to live 

at shop verandas, while 17.5% have no permanent places and a small proportion 11.7% 

reported to live at market places. These findings imply that street children lack 

permanent places of living, but appeared to live anywhere on the streets.  

 

Table 4. 3: Distribution of Street Children by the place of living. 

Category  Frequency Percent 

Shop veranda  30 25.0 

Bus stand 55 45.8 

No permanent place 21 17.5 

Market places 14 11.7 

Total 120 100.0 

Source: Researcher, (2020) 

 

4.2.4 Existence of parents 

Table 4.4 presents responses on parents’ existence. About 52.5% of street children their 

parents are still alive, compared to 47.5% who have no parents. These findings  
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imply the major cause of street children is poverty, parent’s failure to take responsibility 

of taking care of children.  

 

Table 4. 4: Existence of parents 

Category  Frequency Percent 

Yes 63 52.5 

No 57 47.5 

Total 120 100.0 

Source: Researcher, (2020) 

 

 

 

Figure 4.1: Existence of parents 

Source: Researcher, (2020) 

 

4.2.5 Response distribution in parent existence 

Findings in Table 4.5 presents street children responses on the parents’ existence. About 

38.3% reported mother only exists, compared to 7.5% who reported father only exists 

and 6.7% reported both parents exist. Also 47.5% indicates missing system, which 

reflect that street children lack parents, either because of orphanage, or they do not 

exactly know their parents. 
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Table 4. 5: Response distribution in parent existence 

 Category  Frequency Percent 

Valid Mother only 46 38.3 

Father   only 9 7.5 

Both parents 8 6.7 

Total 63 52.5 

Missing System 57 47.5 

Total 120 100.0 

Source: Researcher, (2020) 

 

4.3 Factors for increasing street children in the community 

This section presents the first specific objective that sought to examine the factors for 

increasing street children in the community. The presentation based on the Likert Scale; 

1 denotes strongly disagree, 2 disagree, 3 neutral, 4 strongly agree and 5 agree 

 

Table 4. 6: Factors for increasing street children in the community 

Statement  Level of agreement % (n=120) Average (AVb) 

1 2 3 4 5 

Poverty in Family 10(8.3) 9(7.5) 5(4.2) 60(50.0) 36(30.0) 3.9 

Domestic Violence 12(10.0) 8(6.7) 2(1.7) 49(40.8) 49(40.8) 4.4 

Orphanage 9(7.5) 8(6.7) 4(3.3) 75(62.5) 24(20.0) 3.8 

Peer Groups 8(6.7) 18(15.0) 3(2.5) 82(68.3) 9(7.5) 3.5 

Seek for freedom 18(15.0) 44(36.7) 15(12.5) 31(25.8) 12(10.0) 2.8 

seeking good life 23(19.2) 35(29.2) 6(5) 45(37.5) 11(9.2) 2.9 

Source: Researcher, (2020) 

 

Findings in Table 4.6 presented the statement that poverty in family is the factor for 

increasing street children. About 50% agreed while a small proportion 4.2% reported to 

be neutral, the average responses indicated as 3.9 which approximately showed the 

agreed responses. These findings showed that poverty is related to street children, 

basically with increase state of poverty in the community street children are also 

increasing.  

 

During interview with one of the community Development officer 

primarily based on the elements for increase of street children, he 

asserted that “street children face hard time due to the fact of poverty; 

that means they lack food, clothes, schooling needs and shelter. 
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Generally, these adolescents are underneath aged manipulate who most 

cannot work and even the ultimate option for street children to get into 

child labour” 

 

Findings in Table 4.6 presented the statement that domestic violence is the factor for 

increasing street children. About 40.8% agreed and similarly 40.8% strongly agreed 

with domestic violence to street children. Compared to 6.7% who disagreed with that 

statement. The average responses reported to be 4.4 which ranked to be higher and it 

denoted agreed responses. These findings imply that majority of street children are on 

the street because of parent’s quarrels.  

 

Findings in Table 4.6 presented the statement that orphanage is the factor for increasing 

street children. A large proportion 62.5% agreed with that statement compared to 3.3% 

reported to be neutral, while average responses 3.8 which denote approximately agreed 

responses. These findings imply that being orphan is closely related to street children. 

 

Findings in Table 4.6 presented the statement that peer group is the factor for increasing 

street children. A large proportion 68.3% agreed compared to 2.5% reported to be 

neutral with that statement, while average responses appeared to be 3.5 which indicate 

agreed responses. These findings imply that peer group is another factor that said to 

relate to street children.  

 

Findings in Table 4.6 presented the statement that seeking for freedom is the factor for 

increasing street children. A large proportion 36.7% disagree compared to 12.5% 

reported to be neutral with that statement. The average responses indicated as 2.8 which 

denoted that majority of respondents where neutral with that statement. These findings 

imply that majority of street children being in street as street children is less associated 

with seeking for freedom.  

 

Findings in Table 4.6 presented the statement that seeking good life is the factor leading 

increasing for street children. A large proportion 37.5% agree compared to 5 of 

respondents reported to be neutral with that statement. The average responses indicated 
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as 2.9 which denote neutral responses. These findings imply that seeking for good life is 

the factor which is considered to drive the children to streets. 

 

4.4 The strategies used by the community to reduce street children 

4.4.1 Support existence 

The street children responses on the existence of support which they receive while on 

the streets. Findings presented on Table 4.7.  

 

Table 4. 7: Existence of support to street children 

Category  Frequency Percent 

Yes 69 57.5 

No 51 42.5 

Total 120 100.0 

Source: Researcher, (2020) 

 

Findings in Table 4.7 presented the existence of support to street children. More than 

half 57.5% of street children agreed to receive some support, compared to 42.5% who 

suggested otherwise. These findings imply that street children sometimes receive 

minimum support.  

 

 

Figure 4.2: street children support existence 

Source: Researcher, (2020) 
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4.4.2 The type of support for street children 

Using multiple responses on Table 4.8 presents the type of support for street children.  

 

Table 4. 8: Type of support for street children 

Category  Frequency (n=120) Individual case % 

Community support 69 57.5 

Food support 62 51.7 

Medicine support 56 46.7 

Source: Researcher, (2020) 

 

Findings in Table 4.5 indicates that 57.5% of street children reported to receive 

community support, compared to 51.7% who received food support and 46.7% also 

reported to receive medicine support. These findings imply that street children 

sometimes receive support in terms of food, medicine and some protection.  

 

4.4.3 Source of street children support 

Using multiple responses analysis in Table 4.9 findings presented the source of street 

children support.  

 

Table 4. 9: Source of street children support 

Category  Frequency (n=120) Individual case % 

Family members 68 56.7 

Individuals 55 45.8 

Neighbors and others 32 26.7 

Religious institutions 69 57.5 

Source: Researcher, (2020) 

 

Findings in Table 4.9 indicate that 57.5% reported to receive sometimes support from 

religious institutions, followed by 56.7% reported to receive support from family 

members and 45.8% received support from individuals and a small proportion 26.7% 

reported to receive support from neighbors and others. These findings imply that street 

children tend to receive maximum support from religious institutions. 
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4.4.4 Strategies for supporting street children in terms of welfare 

The strategies for supporting street children in terms of welfare are well accommodated 

and presented by the use of multiple responses analysis in Table 4.10.  

 

Table 4. 10: Strategies for supporting street children welfare 

Category  Frequency(n=120) Individual case % 

To support education 111 92.5 

Improve health services 104 86.7 

Provision of counseling services 89 74.2 

Source: Researcher, (2020) 

 

Findings in Table 4.10 indicates that about 92.5% of street children (120) suggested 

education support, compared to 86.7% who reported improvement of street children 

health and about 74.2% suggested on the provision of counseling services. These 

findings imply that street children reduction basically relies on the support in terms of 

welfare.  

 

4.5 The challenges faced by street children in the study area (Ubungo Municipality) 

This section presented the third specific objective that sought to identify challenges 

faced by street children in the study area (Ubungo Municipality). The presentation 

based on the Likert Scale; 1 denotes strongly disagree, 2 disagree, 3 neutral, 4 strongly 

agree and 5 agree.  

 

Table 4. 11: Responses on the challenges for reducing street children 

Statement  Level of agreement % (n=120) Average 

(AVb) 1 2 3 4 5 

Being abused 10 (8.3) 9(7.5) 4(3.3) 63(52.5) 34(28.3) 3.9 

Inaccessibility to medical 

care 

25(20.8) 20(16.7) 6(5.0) 52(43.3) 17(14.2) 3.1 

Lack of quality food   12(10.0) 13(10.8) 3(2.5) 56(46.7) 36(30.0) 3.8 

Early sexual intercourse   9(7.5) 16(13.3) 5(4.2) 63(52.5) 27(22.5) 3.7 

child labour 8(6.7) 11(9.2) 5(4.2) 59(49.2) 37(30.8) 3.9 

Street children using 

drugs 

8(6.7) 13(10.8) 3(2.5) 71(59.2) 25(20.8) 3.8 

Source: Researcher, (2020) 
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Findings in Table 11 present the statement that being abused is a challenge for street 

children. Findings indicate that 52.5% agree compared to 7.5% disagree with that 

statement. The average responses appeared 3.9 which approximately agreed responses. 

These findings imply that street children experience abuse in the street and are 

vulnerable to different forms of abuses. 

 

Findings in Table 11 presented the statement that inaccessibility to medical care is a 

challenge for combating the increase of street children. About 43% agree compared to 

5% neutral and about 16.7% disagree with that statement. The average responses 

appeared 3.1, these findings imply that street children are not sure of medical care 

accessibility. 

 

Findings in Table 4.11 presented the statement that lack of quality food is a challenge 

for reducing street children. About 46.7% agreed compared to 10.8% disagreed with 

that statement, a small proportion 2.5% reported to be neutral with that statement, while 

the average responses appeared 3.8 which approximately indicate agreed responses. 

These findings imply that shortage of food at home where these children come from 

hinders the efforts to combat the increasing number of street children. 

 

Findings in Table 4.11 presents the statement that early intercourse is a challenge for 

reducing street children. About 52.5% agreed compared to 13.3% disagreed, a small 

proportion 4.2% reported to be neutral, while the average responses appeared to be 3.7 

which denote almost agreed responses. These findings imply that street children 

encounter early sexual intercourse hence creating the so called virtual circle of which 

the children they are at risk of becoming street children too because it is likely that they 

will miss necessary needs hence ending on streets seeking for themselves. It is to say 

early sex with un prepared father, ends to a single motherhood in raising a child 

something which is a burden to the mother and may lead to not being able to provide to 

the entire child with all the necessary needs, thus pushing the child to street too. 
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Findings in Table 4.11 presented the statement that child labour is a challenge for 

reducing street children. A large proportion 49.2% agreed, compared to 9.2% who 

disagreed with that statement. A small proportion 4.2% reported to be neutral while 

average responses appeared to be 3.9 which denoted agreed responses. These findings 

imply that child labour is an obstacle in combating the increase number of street 

children because as these children act as cheap labor, their demand in town remains 

constant, thus driving more children to flow into urban area seeking for employment 

with the purpose of earning money. 

 

Findings in Table 4.11 presents the statement that some of street children use drugs. 

More than half 59.2% agreed compared to 10.8% who disagreed with that statement. A 

small proportion 2.5% reported to be neutral while the average responses reported to be 

3.8 which denoted agreed responses. These findings imply that some of street children 

engaged into drugs by either selling or using. Both of these kind of engagements in 

drugs disturbs the efforts of combating the increase of street children because using 

creates addiction and selling gives money to the seller thus encouraging other kids to 

join into the business with the desire of earning money. 

CHAPTER FIVE 

DISCUSSION OF THE FINDINGS 

5.1 Profile of respondents 

This implies that finding reflects that street children are composed of both male and 

female. Although, majority appeared to be male than female counterparts, because of 

social norms which give more freedom of movement to male kids than female. Also 

female children are vulnerable to risk of attack from male children due to their gender 

as considered weaker before males hence tend to prefer to remain at home with relatives 

or become house maids in urban areas rather than living on streets. This provides more 

room to male children to engage easily on streets, hence the increasing number of street 

children. Most of street children don’t have permanent places of living or sleeping thus, 

they sleep anywhere when night meets them.  
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5.2 Factors for increasing Street Children in the community 

Poverty is related to the flocking of children to streets. Basically, with the increase state 

of poverty in the community the number of street children is also increasing. Jose 

(2016) argued that street children are contributed by poverty which is the source of 

limited attachment. Poverty cause the children lacking the basic needs of life, such as 

medicinal needs and limited protection. There is a clear concern on the poverty which is 

the lack of food, clothing, schooling and shelter, then eventually it makes children 

engage into child labor which deteriorate their current and future living standard. It is 

important to note that these are children like other children in the society. The need to 

be supplied with all the necessary basic needs required in life so as to make their future 

bright. 

 

Majority of the street children are there in the streets because of parent quarrels. 

Similarly, Nkomo & Olufemi (2015) argued that parental quarrels in most instances 

create street children, because these quarrels lead to parents irresponsibility hence 

children miss guidance from them which pushes them into streets to struggle for 

accesibility of basic needs of life. 

 

Ekpenyong & Udisi (2016) argued that street children are increasing and mostly created 

by the existence of parents quarrels which limit the parent responsibilities to the 

children hence driving the children to streets looking for beter life. Quarrels lead to 

parents dismentling hence children are raised by single parents especially mothers who 

in most African societies are not the wealth earners; thus creating poverty in the family 

which lead to failure of meeting the basic needs; as a result children run to streets for 

survival. 

 

The state of being orphans contributes to the occurrence of street children. Khanal 

(2019) urged that when there is no body to take care of a child whose parents have died, 

the child is pushed to struggle for himself. For this reason, the easiest place one can go 

to is the town. However, it is not that every orphan is vulnerable to be on the street. 
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Specific attention may be paid especially when there is lack of parental guidance in 

order to rescue orphans from moving to streets. 

 

The peer group is another factor that is said to relate to street children. According to 

Gwanyemba et al (2016) the peer group may discourage good habits of a child and 

wave him/her to cope with what friends think or wish and eventually do according to 

the prevailing ideology. For example, in late 1980s and early 1990s, there was a belief 

to many Tanzanian youths that good life will be availed by going to Europe or America, 

hence a lot of male youths dreamed and desired to stowaway through cargo ships, but 

many of them ended in jail and torture. 

 

This is the same to this peer group pressure some street children face while they are in 

the village that going to town will nourish their lives. Thus deciding to leave their 

homes with the hope of making their lives better, but when reaching the urban places, 

things are not as expected, they end up sleeping on cold floors and engage into crimes 

which lead them to jail or burnt to death. 

The majority of street children are less associated with seeking for freedom. According 

to Kijo Bisimba (2011) street children is the forced problem, children who experience 

difficulties in life in the rural areas are forced to flock into urban areas as a means of 

seeking relief from rural hardships but as they have no proper place to live in and meet 

all other necessary needs, these children are forced to stay on streets. 

 

5.3 The strategies used by the community to reduce Street Children 

These findings imply that street children sometimes receive minimum support. 

Similarly, Gwanyemba et al (2016) argued that community minimum support is really 

created by the incidence. The reality is the source of street children in the social context, 

where support to eliminate such a problem always is very minimal compared to its 

expansion.  

 

The street children sometimes receive support in terms of food, medicine and some 

protection. Komba (2010) argued that food for street children is not constantly supplied 
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and is very minimal. The reality is created by the increased situation of street children 

and became very serious especially to the social context where support for them is not 

really paid with high attention.  

 

The street children tend to receive large support from religious institutions. Gwanyemba 

et al (2016) states that religious institutions are the source of love, worship and 

adoration, for that matter they strictly express love to the community when desiring to 

support street children.  

 

The street children reduction is basically relied on the support in terms of welfare. 

Society welfare must be established as argued by Ekpenyong & Udisi (2016), the need 

to improve the social welfare in terms of improvement of livelihood must be not 

contradictory.  

 

5.4 The challenges faced by Street Children in the study area 

The street children experience abuses in the street and are vulnerable due to the fact that 

they are children. Khanal (2019) argued that risk is increased in the accessibility of 

basic needs. There are increasing challenges of abuse and denial of human rights which 

are conducted against these children. The male children are treated badly either by 

fellows or adults in the community. In connection to that also Gwanyemba et al., (2016) 

argued that street children experience exploitation in various social context and 

environment. The street children are not sure of medical care accessibility. Ability of 

street children to fulfill the medicinal requirement and quality food is really limited to 

the life circumstances and living style in the street (Gwanyemba et al 2016). 

 

Jose, (2016) argued that street children are limited with food and special needs access. 

unless families are able to provide meal to their kids, the number will keep increasing.  

The street children encounter early sexual intercourse and are being harassed. Similarly, 

Chalya et al (2016) on street children in north-western Tanzania, the result showed that 

children living on streets are at risk of diseases and they lack enough information from 
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the society. The study witnessed the street children engage in sexual activity too early 

without adequate knowledge for protection from STDS.  

 

The street children encounter child labour as a challenge which they always face. 

Khanal (2019) argued street children are highly affected by the incidence of child 

labour. This is specifically applied as a means for survival for these children in order to 

meet their daily bread and manage the urban life. However, while performing different 

jobs with the purpose of earning money, these children are at risk because some of the 

work they do are hazardous and as they have no contract to the job, any risk they face, 

has no compensation. No protection at all.  

 

Some of the street children engage into drugs in both aspects of using and selling. 

Ekpenyong & Udisi (2016) argued that the use of drugs by street children is created by 

the elders who use them as  agents of distribution as well as the customers for those 

drugs.  For this case it is a decay to the society prosperity as eventually the drug is the in 

destrcution of potential manpower (the necessary resource in the production). 

 

The Tanzania Child Act of 2009 has mentioned the necessary rights that children 

deserve in order for them to grow properly. The act recognises the importance of 

children to live with parents or guardians who will be responsible for all necessary 

needs of life. It also restricts children from being involved in selling or using cigarettes, 

drugs, alcohol, spirit or any form of intoxication. 

 

However this is not the case for street children because they don’t enjoy all that which 

have been mentioned in the act as they depend on themselves for everything as they live 

without parents or guadians. They don’t have any protection from getting involved in 

selling and using the drugs, alcohol, and all other forms of intoxication. 

From this point of view it is obvious that the Child Law of 2009 has so far not met its 

objectives because it has been able to change the situation from worse to worst. Instead, 

it is only on the paper but not in practice because there is no mechanism to make it real. 

Chidren who enjoy what is in this law are those who live with the responsible parents or 

guardians and not because of the law enforcement. 
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CHAPTER SIX 

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

6.1 Introduction 

This chapter presents conclusion and recommendations which are drawn from this study.  

6.2 Conclusion 

It has been noted that factors which cause street children increase are termed as Poverty 

in the community which limits the ability of parents and guardian to take care for the 

children. And this can be proved by looking at the failure of the parents to provide the 

basic needs for the children such as missing food, clothes, schooling and shelter. The 

street children are basically related to parent quarrels whereas the children are the 

victims and the burden bearers of these quarrels hence they decide to move to the safe 

place (Urban). Family dismantling caused by divorce leads to these children being 

raised up by single parents who in many cases fail to manage and provide the necessary 

needs; hence causing the children to run away from their homes. The study also noted 

other factors such as orphans, peer groups and seeking for freedom.  
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The street children expected to be reduced by the support from the community, family, 

NGOs and religious institutions. The best strategies must be connected to the 

accessibility of food, clothes, shelter and schooling needs. The reality being noted that 

street children sometimes receive minimum support in terms of food, medicine and 

some protection. The street children reduction basically relies on the support in terms of 

welfare.  

 

Moreover, challenges facing street children are really evident, such as experiencing 

abuse in the street and are vulnerable to the less medical care accessibility, shortage of 

quality food, engagement in early sexual intercourse and physical and mental 

harassment from either among themselves or from the community due to the fact that 

people consider them as criminals, hence stigmatizing them and lose confidence with 

them. Child labour is also a challenge which always faces street children, and this is 

because they get involved into this child labour as a means of getting their daily bread 

as there is no reliable person to take care of them or who can provide their needs for 

free. 

 

Street children are also the victims of drugs in both aspects using and selling; and this is 

proved by themselves as many of them have ever smoked marijuana and some are the 

suppliers of these drugs. Some them inhale shoe glue which also gives them the same 

pleasure. 

 

6.3 RECOMMENDATIONS 

In view of the findings of the study the following recommendations are made; 

Government of Tanzania through the Ministry of Health, Community Development, 

Gender, Elders and Children should basically pay attention to the increasing number of 

street children in the country, by formulating intervention programs that can reduce the 

number of children who live in streets. This could be through supportive mechanism 

such as provision of clothing, schooling and medical care and also sustainable programs 

that will boost the economic status of families such as soft loans and training on 
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entrepreneurship, small scale agricultural activities, and also fishing or animal keeping. 

All these activities should intend to give economic strength to the poor rural families so 

that they may be able to handle families’ responsibilities. When these are provided and 

children are sure of them, it will automatically help the number getting reduced because 

children will be able to stay home with families. 

 

The NGOs should be encouraged to participate and support effort towards reducing 

street children by fighting against abuse, child labor and denial of human rights, such as 

use of street children to selling drugs. The ability to deal with these problems which 

hinder the reduction of street children need close attention from the NGOs.  

 

Policy makers should be reminded of their responsibility that it is their responsibility to 

create a policy regarding the street children. That policy that should promote effort to 

reduce street children and eliminate child labour. It should be well implemented and 

supervised.  

 

The community at large has a great role to play in ensuring that children stay home with 

their families instead of roaming about in urban streets. This is because the root cause 

for the children to leave homes and run to streets begins in the community; thus if the 

society itself fulfills its responsibilities, such as stopping brutal traditions, irresponsible 

alcohol drinking, and also eliminating traditions which encourage prostitution and 

multiple partners which lead to HIV infection, resulting to orphans. 

 

Furthermore, the community should be educated in order to consider all children are 

equal and their demands and needs are the same; thus seeing them on streets is disaster 

not only to the children themselves, but to the whole community. Therefore, they should 

take every possible means to end this problem. 

 

Religious leaders have to play their role accordingly by filling spirit to their followers 

so that they abide to the teachings of their holy books, in order for them to become good 

parents who will be responsible for their children and families; thus reducing the 
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possibility of children leaving their homes and moving to urban areas seeking to meet 

their basic needs. 
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APPENDICES 

APPENDEX 1: QUESTIONNAIRE FOR STREET CHILDREN 

A: Personal Information 

1. Gender of respondents  

i. Male     

 ii. Female    

2. Age…………………………………  

3. Where are you living?  

……………………………………… 

4. Are your parents still alive?  

i. Yes          

ii. No   

 

5. If yes mention parents’ distribution  

i. Mother only          

ii. Father   only   

iii. Both parents  

 

5. Have you ever been to school?  

i. Yes  

ii. No   
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Section B: The factors for increasing Street Children in the community  

 

6. What are the reasons that increases Street Children in your area?  

Tick where appropriate no. 1 indicates strongly disagree, 2 disagree , 3 neutral , 4 agree 

and 5 strongly agree  

Statement  1 2 3 4 5 

Poverty in 

Family 

     

Domestic 

Violence 

     

Orphanage      

Peer Groups      

Seek for 

freedom 

     

seeking 

good life 

     

 

7. What are other causes of Street Children that you know in your area?  

…………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Section C: The strategies used by the community to reduce Street Children increase in 

the study area  

8.Do you receive any support?  

i. Yes   

ii.No         

9.If  yes, which kind of support?  

i. Community support     

ii. Food support             

iii. Medicine support  

v. Others (Specify)…………………  

10. Is there any care you receive as Street Children?  

i. Yes   

ii. No   
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11. If yes mention those who support you ? 

i. Family members  

ii. Relatives          

 iii. Neighbors    

 iv. Religious institution       

12.Which of the following strategies aimed to improved your welfare?  

 

i. To support education  

ii. Improve health services  

iii. Provision of counseling services  

iv. Others (specify)………. 

13. What are your suggestions on reducing Street Children?  

…………………………………………………………… 

……………………………..,,,,,,,,,,………………………. 

…………………………………………………………….. 

 

Section D:  The challenges of reducing Street Children in the study area 

14. What are the challenges encountered by Street Children? Tick all that apply  

Tick where appropriate no. 1 indicates strongly disagree, 2 disagree , 3 neutral , 4 agree 

and 5 strongly agree  

Statement  1 2 3 4 5 

Being abused       

Inaccessibility to medical care      

Lack of quality food 

 

     

Early sexual intercourse        

Sexual assault/ harassment      

Limited food intake      

Childlabour      
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15. Which of the following is correct? Tick 

 

Statement  1 2 3 4 5 

Street 

Children 

involve in  

sexual 

intercourse 

     

Some of 

Street 

Children use 

drugs? 

     

Some Street 

Children sell 

drugs? 

     

Some Street 

Children are 

abused? 

     

 

16. How does the society perceive Street Children? Tick the correct answer?  

i. Thieves  

 ii. Prostitutes 

iii. Poor     

iv. Losers     

v. Ill mannered  

 

 

Thanks for your cooperation 

 

 


