
IMPACT OF ELEPHANT AND RHINO POACHING IN THE 

TOURISM MARKET: THE CASE OF TARANGIRE 

NATIONAL PARK, TANZANIA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2014 

 

IMPACT OF ELEPHANT AND RHINO POACHING IN THE 

TOURISM MARKET: THE CASE OF TARANGIRE 

NATIONAL PARK, TANZANIA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By 

Emmanuel Kinyaiya 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Dissertation submitted to Mzumbe University, Dar es Salaam Campus College in 

Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Award of the Degree of Master of 

Science in Marketing Management (MSc. MKT) of Mzumbe University.  



i 

 

CERTIFICATION 

 

We, the undersigned, certify that we have read and hereby recommend for acceptance by 

the Mzumbe University, a dissertation entitled Impact of elephant and rhino poaching 

in the tourism market: The case of Tarangire National Park, Tanzania which has 

been in partial fulfilment of the requirements for the Award of Master of Science in 

Marketing Management of the Mzumbe University. 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Major Supervisor 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Internal Examiner 

 

 

 

 

 

Accepted for the board of………….………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________________________________________ 

DEAN/DIRECTOR, FACULTY/DIRECTORATE/SCHOOL/BOARD 



ii 

 

DECLARATION 

AND 

COPYRIGHT 

 

I, Emmanuel J. Kinyaiya, declare that, this dissertation is my own original work and 

that it has not been presented and will not be presented to any other University for similar 

or any other degree award. 

 

 

 

Signature:  

 

 

 

 

Date: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

© 2014  

This thesis is a copyright material protected under the Berne Convention, the Copyright 

Act 1999 and other international and national enactments, in that behalf, on intellectual 

property. It may not be reproduced by any means in full or part, except for short extracts 

in fair dealings, for research or private study, critical scholarly review or discourse with 

an acknowledgement, without the written permission of Mzumbe University, on behalf 

of the author. 



iii 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

Firstly, I take this opportunity to thanks the Faculty of Business studies of the Mzumbe 

University, Dar es salaam Campus College that offers Degree of Master of Science in 

Marketing Management.  

 

Secondly, my special thanks go to my supervisor Mr. Maige Mwasimba for his valuable 

inputs, guidance and constant encouragement throughout this dissertation writing 

 

Thirdly, I extend my acknowledgement to all my Instructors for their guides and lectures 

 

Fourth, I take this opportunity also to thanks my colleagues for their cooperation, 

encouragement and assistance during the whole period of study.  

 

Fifth, I extend my acknowledgement to all NGO’s fighting to rescue the lives of these 

endangered species (Honeyguide Foundation and Pam Foundation). 

 

Lastly, I express my sincere gratitude to all staff of TANAPA and Tarangire National 

Parks for their hospitality during collection of data for my dissertation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



iv 

 

DEDICATION 

 

Firstly, my dedication goes to my mother Lucia J.R. Kinyaiya, my brothers Gabriel J. 

Kinyaiya, Silvanus J. Kinyaiya, Cyril J. Kinyaiya and my beloved sister Delphina J. 

Kinyaiya. 

 

Secondly, my dedication goes to my lovely wife Aurelia Justine, and my son Joseph E. 

Kinyaiya Jr.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



v 

 

ABBREVIATIONS 

 

AsESG - Asian Elephant Specialist Group 

CITES - Convention for International Trade in Endangered Species 

EAC  - East Africa Community 

ETIS  - Elephants Trade Information System 

GDP  - Gross Domestic Products 

IUCN  - International Union of Conservation of Nature 

TTSS  - Tanzania Tourism Sector Survey 

TAWIRI - Tanzania Wildlife Research Institution 

TANAPA - Tanzania National Parks 

TEPS  - Tanzania Elephants Protection Society 

TShs  - Tanzania Shillings 

SPSS  - Statistical Packages for Social Scientists 

MIKE  - Monitoring the Illegal Killing of Elephants 

NGO  - Non Government Organization 

UNWTO - United Nations World Tourism Organization 

USD  - United State Dollar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



vi 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

This study aimed at assessing the Impact of elephant and rhino poaching to the tourism 

market in Tanzania, specifically focused on Tarangire National Park. The main 

objective was to find out the impact of poaching of elephant and rhino to the tourism 

market in the country. Specifically, the study focused on effects of poaching to the 

ecosystem, community, tourist attractions and inflows as well as reasons behind 

poaching, ways of mitigating and challenges encountered. 

 

A descriptive research design was used to address the research objectives with a 58 

respondents, sample drawn using convenience sampling method and interview being the 

principle investigation instrument. 

 

Findings indicated that the rising of animal poaching in the country national parks lead to 

the extinction of poached animals, reducing tourist’s inflow, hampering the economic 

wellbeing of the community and country’s economic, disturb the ecosystem, as well as 

game rangers losing their lives when fighting with armed poachers. 

 

Increase of poaching in Tanzania is due to market driven resulting from high price and 

high demand of elephant’s tusks and rhino horn in Asian such as China, Malaysia, 

Taiwan, and Vietnam. Poor law enforcement weak governance structures, corruption and 

undisciplined game rangers are major reasons. 

 

Therefore, education to the community, game rangers and even authorities concerned 

were a good starting point in the anti poaching campaign. Effective and sustainable 

enforcement of regulations are the key to combating poaching.  

 

It is recommended to other researchers to carry out the study on various anti poaching 

strategies, in order to find the most appropriate strategy to use especially in Africa, to 

reduce if not eliminating animal poaching incidence. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

PROBLEM SETTING 

1.1 Introduction 

This chapter provide the background information which gives an overview of the study 

concerning the effects of animal poaching to the tourism industry especially to the 

elephant and rhino which are the mostly poached. It involves the background of the 

study, statement of the problem, objectives of the study, research questions, significance 

and the scope of the study of the study.  

 

1.2 Background of the study 

Tourism is one of the sectors with greatest importance for Tanzania’s economy. The 

sector provides vital employments, income for both individuals and the public, and 

foreign exchange (Munisi, 2002). According to the 1995 to 2009 Tourism Statistical 

Bulletin report shows in 2003 tourism sector in Tanzania earned US $ 731.00 million out 

of which Zanzibar had US $ 62 million. (MNRT 2009) 

 

Tanzania is a famous tourist destination for wildlife, were the place was blessed with 

such diversified wildlife, Tourism sector in Tanzania grow more rapidly than other 

sectors as well as play vital role to the economic development of the country, moreover 

it generates foreign exchange earnings and create employment opportunities to the 

people directly and indirectly which promote the economic status of the people and 

poverty alleviation as well as it making the country known in every corner of the world. 

 

According to the (Ministry of Natural Resource and Tourism [MNRT 2009]) tourism 

industry in Tanzania contributes 16 percent of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of the 

country and it is estimated 156,050 jobs were created directly in the year 2000. 

Performance of tourism sector start to show improvement, 525,000 tourist arrival in the 

year 2001 up to 612,754 tourist arrival year 2005. However the sector in 2009 was not 

well performed due to the financial crisis occurred in world, number of tourist arrived 
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decrease by 7 percent to 714,367 compared to 770376 for the year 2008. Despite of the 

development shown by the tourism sector in Tanzania, the sector is being threatened by 

big problem of animal poaching, largely to elephants and rhinos that are endanger. 

Between 1980 to 1995 many thousands of elephant and rhino were killed for their ivory 

and horns, leading the African elephant populations at an estimated number from 

600,000 to 300,000, and rhino population estimated from 105,000 to 60,000, (said et al 

1995), the main declines in elephant and rhino number were in Central Africa (Congo 

DRC) and Eastern Africa (Tanzania, Kenya). 

 

Poaching in Africa started during the 16th century when the Arabs came in Africa for 

slaves and ivory trade, were they killed elephants and rhinos with the help of the 

Africans people and took slaves and ivory from Africa with the exchange of invaluable 

gift they brought. During that time Tanzania and Kenya were the two countries in Africa 

which has the largest population of elephants and rhinos. Tarangire and Ruaha National 

Parks are the chief region where the huge jumbos are found ( i.e. elephants and rhinos) 

Additionally, ivory trades also carried out in Ivory Coast, during the 17th century, were 

the massive hunting and killing of the elephants took place in the region and vanishing 

the elephants, (UNWTO). 

 

According to the report of Elephant Trade Information System (ETIS 1991), Poaching 

activities in Tanzania pave the way during the construction Tanzania-Zambia Railway in 

1970 to 1975, where the Chinese workers were blamed for poaching in the wildlife 

reserve of Selous Game Reserve located in southern of Tanzania. The Chinese were 

accused of slaughtering elephants at the time the railway crossed the park, it estimated 

elephants population decreased from 110,000 in 1970’s up to 60,000 in 1980’s at Selous 

national park. The big market of this precious horns and tusks were in China, Vietnam, 

Taiwan etc, where they use rhino horns for medicine and elephants tusks for decoration 

and beauty. 
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1.3 Statement of the Problem 

Poaching has become worldwide catastrophe that not only affects the animals being 

poached but also environment and the people as well as the economy of the country 

where poaching highly occurred. In Africa poaching deeply affects the economy. One 

group of animal being highly affected by poaching was elephant because of their ivory 

(tusks) and rhino for their horns, it estimated in the year 1980s the elephant’s population 

was over one million, (CITES).  

 

Barnes and Kapela (1991) reported a decline of over 60% of elephants in Ruaha 

National Park due to illegal hunting in the 1980’s. Likewise reported a decline of 26% in 

Tarangire National Park and 17% respectively in elephant population in two protected 

areas of Rwenzori and Kabalega in Uganda 

 

The Tanzania wildlife Conservation Monitoring (Anon 1996) aerial counts in the 

Greater Ruaha Ecosystem, reported a high elephant carcass ratio sightings during the 

1980’s indicating a high rate of elephant hunting, also reported a decline of 0.63 for 

rhinos due to poaching in the 1980’s.   

 

In Tanzania poaching scenario is still a big catastrophe to the country tourism market, 

and it has big impacts to the country economy, because tourism is the key source of 

earning foreign currency which obtains from tourist after visiting in its famous 

conservation areas, national parks and games like Ngorongoro, Serengeti, Selous, 

Tarangire, Mkomazi, and Ruaha etc. 

 

According to (Tanzania Wildlife Research Institute [TAWIRI 2000]) assessed that in the 

early 2000s elephants population was about 109,000 the population start to decrease to 

less than 70,000 in the year 2009, it is estimated Tanzania loses 10000 elephants per 

year. In the year 2006 to 2009 more than 30000 elephants were slaughtered by the 

poachers, according these statistics shows that if the government will not take any action 
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on the problem in 30 years to come there will be no more elephants or rhinos left in 

Tanzania national parks. 

 

After going through on several of books, journals, reports and research written about 

poaching, to the best of researcher knowledge that despite an increasing to poaching 

which approaches alarming state, scholars have not paid adequate attention on especially 

looking at the impact of poaching to specifically elephant and rhino on Tourism market, 

the researcher has thus enticed to study on this because tourism sector has great needs of 

such study in order to build knowledge on how much tourism has been affected by 

poaching and to find out and to propose the best way to reduce or eliminate poaching 

incidence once for all. 

 

1.4 Objectives of the study 

1.4.1 General objective 

The overall/general objective of the research study is to assess the effects of elephant 

and rhino poaching in ecosystem, tourism market in Tanzania.  

  

1.4.2 Specific objectives 

i. To find out the reasons for poaching spike for elephant and rhino. 

ii. To identify role played by community to mitigate the elephant and rhino poaching 

in Tanzania. 

iii. To identify challenges at the community and governmental level in mitigating 

elephant and rhino poaching. 

iv. To find out ways for mitigation of elephant and rhino poaching 

 

1.5 Research questions 

1.5.1 General Research question 

What are the effects of elephant and rhino poaching in ecosystem, tourism market in 

Tanzania?  
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1.5.2 Specific Research Question 

i. What are the reasons for spike of elephant and rhino poaching? 

ii. What are role played by community to mitigate the elephant and rhino poaching in 

Tanzania? 

iii. What are challenges at the community and governmental level in mitigating 

elephant and rhino poaching? 

iv. What are the ways for mitigation of elephant and rhino poaching? 

 

1.6 Significance of the study 

The study aims to educate the people, on the effects of animal poaching occurred to the 

tourism industry as well the Tanzania economy. 

 

The study aspires to raise people awareness on preventing the diversified wildlife and to 

encourage internal tourism. If people are not aware about the effects of poaching they 

will not play role in preventing these animal species from poaching. 

 

The study encourages people participating fully in fighting against animal poaching in 

Tanzania national parks, and encourages people to participate in revealing poaching 

criminals, arrested and brought in court law for punishment. 

 

The research findings used as a literature review to the other researchers on the related 

topic, When other scholars are wanted to write something with related to poaching they 

can use this finding as reference of their studies that can be helpful to them as well. 

 

The study contributes to deeper understanding of poaching and perceives effective 

techniques which may allow policy makers to modify laws to increase effectiveness in 

cubing poaching in Tanzania  
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The study brings out the knowledge and understanding on the important of tourism 

market to their economy, tourism sector is the most important to almost every in the 

world because it contributes a lot in the GDP of the country and produce a lot of 

employment to the country citizens 

 

1.7 Scope of the study 

The study was conducted in Tarangire National Park located at Manyara region.  The 

study focused on assessing poaching situation and the outcome of poaching scenario to 

the elephant and rhino, the study examined in Tarangire National Park due to its large 

number of elephants as well as the extinction of rhino due to poaching incidence. Also 

assessed the workability of various awareness campaign introduced, which involved 

rangers, park warden, tourists, community, and NGOs 

 

1.8 Limitation of the study 

1.8.1 Time, The research study time is limits, because it involved travelling in different 

place to seek for the data and other research material then after to sit down and starts 

organize the finding. 

 

1.8.2 Financial, In order to have good research and to collect relevant data on the 

subject there is a need to have enough money, because data are collected in the area 

which the author suppose to travel and stay at national park i.e. Tarangire national park, 

the author should have money for fare, accommodation, and meal. Also some 

respondents need money in order to for conducting interview with them.  

 

1.8.3 Response during data collection, Another limitation the researcher face it 

response from among the staffs and respondents from the government official and ranger 

some of them they afraid to cooperate with the researcher and provide accurate 

information, because they thought they are investigated.  
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1.9 Organization of the Thesis  

The thesis is organized into six chapters.  Chapter one is introduction which consists 

background to the study, statement of the problem, research questions, research 

objectives (general and specific objectives), significance of the Study and limitations of 

the study and scope of the study.  

 

Chapter two critically analyses of literature review, which consists conceptual 

definitions of key terms, theoretical literature reviews, empirical literature reviews 

studies and conceptual framework which informed this study. 

 

 Chapter Three is on research methodology and provides explanations on the study area, 

research design, research approach and population for the study. Also provides 

explanations on sample, sampling procedures, research methods, and research 

instruments and analysis procedures.  

 

Chapter four is explanations about presentation of findings, where by the researcher 

make a deep description or explanations of all research questions including general and 

specific research questions. 

 

Chapter five data analysis and discussion of the research findings, in this chapter the 

author presents the data analysis and discussion of the data findings through the use of a 

computer program, Statistical Package for Social Science. 

 

Chapter six provides the summary of the study, conclusion and recommendations, in this 

chapter researcher provide summary and concludes the study, also provide the 

recommendation about the study. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1 Introduction 

This chapter presents the definitions of key terms in the study. Theoretical literature 

review which describes different theories related to the study. Empirical literature 

review which reviews other researchers/author they wrote about the study also reviews 

the empirical literature in relation to the study and identified additional gaps. The 

chapter is concluded by conceptual framework which summarises the key variables 

identified in the reviewed literature, that is dependent and independent variables. 

 

2.2 Theoretical Literature Review 

2.2.1 Description of Key Concepts 

 

Tourism  

According to United Nations World Tourism Organization [UNWTO], (2010) Defined 

tourism as a comprised activity of a person’s travelling to a place and staying to the 

place outside their usual environment for not more than one consecutive year for leisure, 

business or other purpose not related to the exercise of an activity remunerated from 

within place visited. 

United Nations classifies tourism into three forms in its recommendations on tourism 

statistics of the year 1994 as follows 

i. Domestic or Internal tourism refers as tourism which involving people who are 

residents within a given country traveling or being tourist within their own country. 

ii. Inbound tourism refers as the people not residents but live in a given country 

travelling or being tourist in the given country. 

iii. Outbound tourism or International tourism refers as when people who reside 

from one country travelling or touring to another country beyond borders. 
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Poaching 

Poaching refers as the illegal hunting, killing or capturing of animals, a practice that 

occurs in a variety of ways, and selling them whether their parts such as horns, skins or 

selling them alive, by using variety of weapon such as snare, guns, spears etc. 

 

Poachers 

Poachers refers are persons who practice the illegal activities of hunting, killing or 

capturing animals and removing their parts (horns, skins, tusk) and trading them, in 

other place they selling animals alive, such as lions, tiger, giraffe, zebra etc. 

 

Rangers 

Refers officials or soldiers   be in charge in protection in the forest, parks, estate and all 

other wildlife reserved areas   

 

Ecosystem 

Is a complex or community of living organisms (peoples, plants, fish, birds  animals and 

micro organisms) in conjunction with the non living components of their environment 

(things like air, sun water and mineral, soil), interacting as a system. These biotic 

components are regarded as linked together through nutrient cycles and energy flows. As 

ecosystems are defined by the network of interactions among organisms, and between 

organisms and their environment, they can be of any size but usually encompass 

specific, limited spaces 

 

Biodiversity 

Biodiversity its stand for two words (biological and diversity), is the term used to 

describe the variety of life found on Earth and all of the natural processes. This includes 

ecosystem, genetic and cultural diversity, and the connections between these and all 

species. The different aspects of biodiversity all have a very strong influence on each 

other.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Community_%28ecology%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abiotic_component
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Wildlife  

Is a term that refers to animals that are not normally domesticated by humans (raised by 

humans). They are a living resource that will die and be replaced by others of their kind. 

Individual animals cannot be kept beyond their life span. 

 

2.3 Theoretical Underpinnings on Poaching 

In this part of literature review, we can see some theoretical explanations which theorists 

tries to describe as the acts of criminal behavior in order to understand and relate it to the 

causal/ motivation of the acts of animal poaching. 

 

2.3.1 Differential Association Theory 

The theory state that a person or individual can learn criminal behavior through 

association and interaction with close/near personal groups or friends who already 

engage and practice criminal behavior (Sutherland & Cressey, 1960).  

 

The theory describe what may occur when there is a culture conflicts between two 

different part in a society, one part which is superior has the ability to determine what is 

or not considered unusual and develop rules and regulations for the other part which 

inferior to follow even though the ruling part have the criminal behavior, from there an 

individual can drive and motivate to learn ways to commit crime from the intimate inner 

circle or deviant sub-culture (Sutherland, 1973). 

 

According to Sutherland and Cressey, (1960) this theory examined poaching as a 

learning behavior and seeks to explore how and why a person become or commit 

poaching crime. An individual learn poaching behavior necessary techniques from the 

family member or friends who practice such crime, society around help the individual to 

socialize into the practice of poaching. 
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This theory describe a possible explanation for poaching in Tanzania where poaching of 

animals are at larger extent in the national parks, differential theory explain that this 

poaching occurring through learning of an individual after observe from the people or 

individual who engage in such activities and get success (money) for a show period of 

time and in shortcut from that illegal business of killing elephants and rhino, then after 

selling their tusks and horns in the black market. Through that other individuals 

motivated to engage in such crime by learning from other people or friends in the society 

to practice poaching crime in the country national parks.  

 

2.3.2 Neutralization theory 

Neutralization refers as a process whereby an individual attempts to minimize the faults, 

responsibility, or guilty of his or her actions through distorting application of one or 

more justifications or excuses. (Sykes & Matza, 1957) 

 

Sykes and Matza, (1957) proceed with the explanations of the theory by specifying five 

types or mode of neutralization theory that individual can use to justify his or her 

actions; 

 

i. Denial of responsibility, States that the acts of crime were an accident 

(unintentionally) and it’s committed by mistake with an individual. 

ii. Denial of injury, states that if no one is hurt by the acts of crime it is not bad to 

commit the act, the acts can be illegal but not immoral. 

iii. Denial of victim, states the victim had it coming to him 

iv. Condemnation of the condemners, this mode state that a person believes law 

enforcement officers are the hypocrites and/or spiteful. 

v. Appeal to higher loyalties/authorities, this type state that appeal to authorities used 

when a person feels the act help his family more than it will hurt the larger 

community. 
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The theory explains poaching by exploring technique that criminals such as poachers use 

to justify their illegal activities of poaching. It proposed that poaching criminals try to 

minimize their crimes by various justifications for violation of law. Example poachers 

may admit to commit a criminal but they ignore their actions through the process of 

neutralization by claim their illegal activities was necessary because of lack of food, 

unemployment, ignorance etc. 

 

The theory relate with or applicable to poaching perspective by reviewing various modes 

of neutralization an individual can use to justify poaching actions; 

 

Denial of injury in this mode poachers can justify poaching as an act which did not hurts 

another individual or person, rather an animal whose are wild animals not belongs to an 

one, so they justify their actions of poaching as legal to them, and this is outcome of 

ignorance among the people who live bushes, other they can perceive poaching that can 

be illegal but also its not immoral because it’s not hurts another person rather than wild 

animal. 

 

So due to that ignorance some people who are uncivilized they convincing other people 

to engage in poaching crime in order for them to get generate income through that illegal 

business by killing and selling elephants tusks, rhino horns or giraffe/lion skins in the 

black market. 

 

Condemnation of the condemners, is another mode which is applicable in poaching acts 

where government officials and law enforcement officers are fraud, corrupted and 

hypocrites to the cases which relate with poaching incidence, because they bribed by 

poachers a lot of money to support them in their business or cases when they arrested 

and brought in the court of law they released in short time or they been penalizes to pay 

little fine which they afford and back to street to continue with their illegal business, that 
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so encourage other to engage in poaching business because they observe that from 

others. 

 

Appeal to higher loyalties or authorities ,this mode of neutralization theory is applicable 

to the incidence of animal poaching in Tanzania, it’s on how individuals whose has 

power in government feel for themselves i.e. selfness they use the power they have for 

their themselves and their family benefit, not for the community or the country. So by 

doing so they ignore laws and participating in illegal business such as poaching by 

supporting or associate with poachers to smuggle tusks and horns and selling to abroad 

countries e.g. china, Taiwan, Vietnam etc. 

 

2.3.3 Focal Concern theory 

Walter Miller, (1958) explain that lower class individual engage or perform activities 

viewed as an abnormal by mainstream culture as a way to achieve status or to fit in their 

sub-culture and perceive as a valuable behavior within the society. Example some 

people in the society they poach (commit crime) to be accepted/recognize with their 

culture such as Maasai tribe believes to kill a lion is a superior action and perceived as a 

hero with their society. The focal concerns theory has six values which describe the 

theory; 

 

i. Toughness; represents physical strength in a group, example poachers feels they are 

strong than rangers/game scouts. 

ii. Smartness; individual being able to out-smart another person, example poachers 

being smart to the law officers. 

iii. Excitement; a pleasure period a person experience at time of exhilaration during and 

after commit crimes.  

iv. Fate; the belief in the inability of the one to change in the future, when a person 

believe cannot change in the future, they fail to try and instead they commit crime. 
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Example poacher’s criminal’s belief they will acquire good and better life in future 

by engaging in poaching crimes.  

v. Trouble; an individual getting into trouble is the requirement or qualification for a 

person entry into the subculture  

vi. Autonomy; individual express independence from authority figure through 

autonomy 

 

The theory is applicable to poaching in three aspects i.e. fate, smartness and toughness.  

Fate; in this aspects describe poaching its may occurs due to the life hardship drag 

people to engage in poaching business in order to get money from there because they 

believe and heard from various source that illegal business of selling elephants ivory and 

rhinos horn its pay a lot of money, so because of that they forced to engage in poaching 

in order to change they life in future because they fail to try different legal activities to 

generate income instead they do such illegal business of poaching. 

 

Smartness; poachers got a lot of money from poaching crime through such money they 

get makes them to be powerful to control to law officer and police when they arrested, 

also they use such money to outsmart them they brought to court law and win the cases 

against them. So because of that other people they motive to such criminal because they 

know they cannot catch up by the police and brought to the court of law. 

 

Toughness; this aspects explain about toughness and the strength the poachers have 

against the protection officers. Poacher’s feels they are strong and clever enough than 

rangers because the capable to commit poaching crime without being caught by the 

rangers, which convince other people to engage in such crime because they see not 

caught when committing the crime. 
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2.3.4 Folk Crime Theory 

Folk crime refers as the behavior that once in previous considered as non criminal, but 

now classified as crime, as a result of modernization. Society becomes more complex 

and simple acts once accepted as legal (Wilson, 1990) Such practice of poaching lion or 

other big animals by Maasai tribe they perceive as hero actions in previous but 

nowadays is considered as crime and illegal practice by the society, 

According to Wilson (1990) states that “it is not the nature of the crime but its subjective 

interpretation” and the reaction of people to the crimes that makes it different from other 

type of crime committed. The theory characterized by nature of criminal, community, 

enforcers, enforcement process and relationships. 

 

The theory describe about the violation of law, poaching in previous was considered as 

not a crime because it was not at large extent also there is a lot of animal, but nowadays 

it’s classified as criminal offence to kill animals and remove their parts (tusks, horns, 

skins). So some people engage in poaching without knowing that they violate the law. 

 

As elucidated from theories in literature above reasons behind poaching could be fit into 

different explanations. Poaching is described as a learning behavior in which an 

individual learns poaching behavior from the family member or friends who practice 

such crime. 

 

Poaching is spread also by exploring technique that criminals such as poachers use to 

justify their illegal activities of poaching. It proposed that poaching criminals try to 

minimize their crimes by various justifications for violation of law. Example poachers 

may admit to commit a criminal but they ignore their actions through the process of 

neutralization by claim their illegal activities was necessary because of lack of food, 

unemployment, ignorance etc. 

Poaching occurs due to the life hardship which drag people to engage in poaching 

business in order to get money from there because they believe and heard from various 
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source that illegal business of selling elephants ivory and rhinos horn its pay a lot of 

money, so because of that they forced to engage in poaching in order to change they life 

in future because they fail to try different legal activities to generate income instead they 

do such illegal business of poaching. 

 

Reasons for Poaching spike for Elephant and Rhino 

Several reasons which cause the increase of animal poaching tragedy in world are; 

Increase demand of those wildlife products, Asian demand for ivory and horns was 

highly influence the poaching to continue in many part of the world. Asian government 

policies did not ban the market of ivory and horns their countries. For instance about 60 

percent of surveyed Chinese consumers said that recommendations from government 

leaders to avoid ivory or outright bans would sufficiently persuade them to avoid ivory 

and horns purchases, Many Asian consumers simply have a weak understanding of 

where ivory originates or its legality. In previous surveys, 70 percent of Chinese 

respondents were not aware that tusks mainly come from elephants and rhinos killed by 

poachers. (Bradley et al 2014) 

 

A high global price for ivory and horn Seems to be another driving source for poaching 

frenzy, in 2003, high-quality ivory sold for roughly $200 per kilogram. The same 

amount could fetch $2,500-$3,000 on the black market in 2013. The escalation in prices 

for rhino horn has been even more dramatic. Whereas a kilogram of rhino horn cost 

around $800 in the 1990s, it is now more valuable than gold. Some reports pegged the 

price of rhino horn in 2013 at $65,000 per kilogram. Thus, the horns from the 1,004 

rhinos killed in South Africa may be worth $440 million, such inflated prices, which 

exceed the value of gold and diamond in some countries, are overwhelming an already 

endangered species. The trend has even prompted a crime spree at some museums and 

auction houses with exhibits containing ivory or horn. (Bradley, J. 2014) 
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Community engagement in reserves areas, African communities located near Africa’s 

parks and reserves live in the thick of the escalating poaching crisis and will be key to its 

reduction. Through effective engagement and support, these communities can work to 

dissuade youth from poaching and provide crucial intelligence on illicit activities. In 

Namibia, for instance, community engagement has spared the country from the 

skyrocketing levels of poaching seen elsewhere. When poaching incidents do occur, 

shared information and tip offs lead to speedy arrests 

 

Political instability and Regional war, also boom in wildlife poaching, various militia 

groups and criminal networks have been drawn to the illegal wildlife trade’s huge 

profits, escapees from the Lord’s Resistance Army report that the group is trading ivory 

and horn with Arab businessmen and officers from the Sudanese military for cash, food, 

guns, and medical supplies. Militants from Sudan have been blamed for incidents in 

which hundreds of elephants were killed in game parks in Cameroon. Seleka the rebel 

militia that toppled the government in the Central African Republic in early 2013 and 

whose brutal treatment of the population triggered communal clashes across the country, 

reportedly poached elephants in the country’s reserves. The Somali Islamist militant 

group al Shabaab has also earned hundreds of thousands of dollars, if not more, from 

encouraging villages in Kenya to poach ivory, which is then trafficked out of Somali 

ports.(Bradley & Johan 2014). 

 

Community role to mitigate elephant and rhino poaching 

Communities who’s surrounding near all parks and reserve all over the world majority 

of them has been educated about the important of wildlife to their daily life. 

Communities of the Northern Rangelands Trust in Kenya have receive intensive 

education and training to protect wildlife animal against poaching by other being 

informers to the rangers about poachers who entered in the parks 
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Also other people in the communities work as trainers to developing the capacity of the 

people who are instrumental on the ground and closest to engage in poaching to stop that 

illegal activities and join to legal activities. (Vitale, 2009) 

 

Challenges at community and governmental level in mitigating elephant and rhino 

poaching 

Despite of all ongoing international efforts done to stop the illegal trade in wildlife, 

poaching of elephants and rhinos and other species in trafficking of their parts, there are 

commonly cited challenges in responding to this persistent illicit activity. 

 

Legal gap, lack of consistency in the implementation of legal frameworks can be 

exploited by wildlife traffickers, who may actively seek out careless jurisdictions to 

traffic goods. Legal gaps may also indicate a lack of political will to correct and amend 

variations in the law. They may also highlight a lack of international policy consensus or 

prioritization on how, and how much, to curb poaching wildlife trafficking. For 

example, there remains a lack of international consensus of approaches on how best to 

address elephant ivory and rhino horn trafficking. Ongoing debates have centered on 

whether to establish a universal trade ban against all ivory sales, including potentially 

domestic sales (Liana & Pervaze, 2013) 

 

Capacity and political will gaps. Even in cases where there is political will to address the 

problem of wildlife trafficking, some governments suffer from facility gaps, including 

insufficient personnel and training rangers, funding, and equipment i.e. weapons, cars, 

etc subjective reports indicate that in some cases, to poachers possess far greater 

resources, facilities, and firepower than park rangers who protect wildlife, sometimes 

unarmed. (Liana & Pervaze, 2013) 

Also the illegal wildlife trade continues to flourish due to challenge of complex socio-

economic and political conditions that are often beyond the scope of targeted 

international programs and agreements. Such conditions include conflict, corruption, 
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poverty and the absence of livelihood alternatives, persistent demand for illicit wildlife 

products and a lack of public awareness of the consequences of such demand, as well as 

other environmental pressures that contribute to wildlife population losses. 

 

Ways proposed to mitigate elephant and rhino poaching 

There was various ways proposed by different author on how to abolish or eliminate 

poaching and trafficking of wildlife products; 

Improving the local economy of the people who surrounding the national parks, most of 

the them are poor and they don’t have another activities for income, so the take poaching 

as their way of generating income to them, through improving their economy by training 

them and introduce another legal activities for them can help to quit from poaching. 

 

Ban the market of wildlife product in Asia and all over the world suggest to be another 

crucial way which will help to reduce the killing of  African elephants and rhino, high 

demand of ivory and horn in the illegal market is one encourage poachers to kill these 

animals because the parts cost a lot of money.(Vitale, 2009) 

 

While the African elephant is label as in danger species in the IUCN Red List, the Asian 

elephant also is listed as ‘Endangered.’ Three Asian elephant sub-species are sometimes 

recognized as the mainland Asian, the Sri Lankan and the Sumatran elephant. The latter 

is listed as ‘Critically Endangered’ by the IUCN.  

 

Recent Research reports from IUCN, Describe across the 13 Asian elephant range States 

suggest that there are between 39,500 and 43,500 wild Asian elephants. In addition, 

there are approximately 13,000 elephants in Asia were killed. However, some experts 

argue that population figures are small more than it guesses. The primary threats to the 

Asian elephant are habitat loss, degradation, and poaching, all of which are driven by an 

expanding human population and lead in turn to increasing conflicts between humans 

and elephants.  
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Poaching in also poses a serious threat to the Asian elephant. As with the African 

elephant, Asian elephants are killed for their tusks, meat, born, horns and other products, 

As opposed to the African elephant however, only male Asian elephants bear tusks, 

which has so far makes Asia’s elephants to face the tragic of poaching. 

 

The Asian Elephant Specialist Group (AsESG) warns that such trade is potentially 

harmful to populations of wild Asian elephants, many of which are small and isolated, 

and that it could provide a potential cover for illicit trade in elephant parts, including 

ivory. The AsESG also calls for the Asian elephant range states authorities and others as 

appropriate stakeholders (NGOs) to make a concerted effort to better assess how many 

Asian elephants are being killed illegally and how much Asian elephant ivory is entering 

the illegal trade chain and to take all necessary steps to better protect Asian elephant 

populations. 

 

2.4 Empirical Literature Review 

This part of the study reviewed the other research works which already done by 

organizations or individual scholars, that in one way or another relates to the topic 

discuss on the impact of elephants and rhinos poaching in tourism market. 

 

2.4.1 Abroad Case 

Tourism become a largest industry in the world as well as it contributes significantly to 

the economy despite of the crisis which face the global such as war, financial crisis, 

diseases, terrorism etc.  

 

Despite of that growth in tourism industry the industry faced the poaching tragedy 

worldwide. According to the research conducted in India in the 2000, at the Bandipur 

Tiger reserve by (Varma, 2000).  
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Poaching has been reported since long time and the record of the number of elephants 

killed by poachers is available since 1974. In the year 1974 up to 1998, the number of 

the elephants killed due to poaching was about 57elephnts. The research show the deaths 

of the elephants due to poaching were on the increase from the year 1994 to 1998, were 

the 30 elephants was killed due to poaching which has the average of 1to8 per year, 

caused by poachers who are close to the reserve than administrative units who has the 

task of protecting the Bandipur reserve (Varma, 2000) 

 

Also other causes for the increase of poaching at the Bandipur Reserve was the increase 

of elephants tusk on the international were its wealthy up to USD 10,000 per tusks, 

moreover the decline of economic opportunities for local people living around the 

Bandipur encourage the to engage in the poaching crime. 

 

While the African elephant is label as in danger species in the IUCN Red List, the Asian 

elephant also is listed as ‘Endangered.’ Three Asian elephant sub-species are sometimes 

recognized as the mainland Asian, the Sri Lankan and the Sumatran elephant. The latter 

is listed as ‘Critically Endangered’ by the IUCN.  

 

Asian elephants arise in isolated populations in 13 ranges States, with an approximate 

total range area of almost 880,000 square kilometers equivalent to only one-tenth of the 

historical range as defined by the IUCN. Today Asian elephants occur in Bangladesh, 

Bhutan, India, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Lao People’s Democratic 

Republic, Malaysia, Myanmar, Thailand, and Viet Nam. 

 

Recent Research reports from IUCN, Describe across the 13 Asian elephant range States 

suggest that there are between 39,500 and 43,500 wild Asian elephants. In addition, 

there are approximately 13,000 elephants in Asia were killed. However, some experts 

argue that population figures are small more than it guesses. The primary threats to the 

Asian elephant are habitat loss, degradation, and poaching, all of which are driven by an 
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expanding human population and lead in turn to increasing conflicts between humans 

and elephants.  

 

The Sumatran elephant has been particularly affected by habitat loss; it’s estimated 

about 70 per cent of its habitat has disappeared over the last 25 years. Hundreds of 

people and elephants are killed annually across Asia as a result of such conflicts and 

poaching. 

Poaching in also poses a serious threat to the Asian elephant. As with the African 

elephant, Asian elephants are killed for their tusks, meat, born, horns and other products, 

As opposed to the African elephant however, only male Asian elephants bear tusks, 

which has so far makes Asia’s elephants to face the tragic of poaching. 

 

The Asian Elephant Specialist Group (AsESG) warns that such trade is potentially 

harmful to populations of wild Asian elephants, many of which are small and isolated, 

and that it could provide a potential cover for illicit trade in elephant parts, including 

ivory. The AsESG also calls for the Asian elephant range states authorities and others as 

appropriate stakeholders (NGOs) to make a concerted effort to better assess how many 

Asian elephants are being killed illegally and how much Asian elephant ivory is entering 

the illegal trade chain and to take all necessary steps to better protect Asian elephant 

populations. 

 

2.4.2 Tanzania Case 

According to (Tanzania Tourism Sector Survey [TTSS] 2011), The Performance of 

tourism sector in East Africa Community (EAC) countries shows mixed developments. 

In Uganda in 2009 number of tourist arrivals decrease by 4.4 percent, but in recent years 

it shows some improvement and it’s expect to increase the Gross Domestic Products 

(GDP) of the country. Tourism in Uganda contributes about 3.0 percent of GDP. In 

Kenya despite of all financial crisis, election violence the number of international tourist 

increase up to 1.5 million in 2009, and it’s contributes about 10.0 percent of GDP. 
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Tourism in Tanzania plays crucial role for the country’s economic development, the 

sector contribute about 16 percent of the GDP. Also the sector is a main source of 

foreign exchange earning in Tanzania, in 2008 it’s earn foreign currency USD 1,288.70 

million where the number of tourist arrival was 770,376 equal to 7.1 percent. According 

to (TTSS 2011), the performance of tourism sector in 2009 was decreased due to the 

global financial crisis here the number of tourist arrival declined to 714,367 equal to 7.2 

percent. The situation started to improve in 2010 were the number of tourism arrival 

increase up to 782,699 equal to 9.5 percent which its contributed 1,254,50 of foreign 

currency. 

 

Poaching is the illegal over exploitation of animals, illegal trading and selling of animals 

whether alive or after killing them and removing some parts of their body such horns, 

skins, bones etc. which threatening Tanzania wildlife (CITES, 2009). 

 

Tanzania is a famous for tourist destination for wildlife, regardless of all the wealth the 

country has on wildlife, is being threatened by poaching. A great suffering to the 

wildlife have caused with the poaching activities, which having a severe effects on 

tourism industry as well. The main species which threatened by poaching mostly are 

elephants and rhinos because of their wealthier tusk and horns, cause its population to 

decrease rapidly. 

 

In 1980s the elephant’s population was over 1.3 million in Africa, due to the increasing 

of poaching activities the number of elephant greatly decreased up to 600,000 elephants, 

and most of them are slaughtered in Tanzania. Another group of animal affected by 

poaching in Africa is rhinos because of their valuable horns. In 1960s the rhino’s 

population was over 65000, but in recent years the population of rhinos decreases up to 

3000 rhinos. It estimated Africa losing a hundreds of rhinos each year, 122 rhinos killed 

in 2009, 333 rhinos killed in 2010, and 388 rhinos have been killed 2012 According to 

the report of (International Union for Conservation of Nature [IUCN 2012]). 
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Tanzania is among the countries which has a high population of animals like elephants, 

rhinos, giraffe etc, but also is the mostly affects country by poaching scenarios in Africa.  

 

Tanzania’s elephant population has declined from an estimated 109,000 in 2009 to less 

than 70,000 in 2012, according to the Tanzania Elephant Protection Society (TEPS), 

Around 30 are killed for their ivory every day that’s almost 11,000 each year. Tanzania 

has lost half its elephants since 2007 and it is thought they could be wiped out in seven 

years. The crisis is deemed even more serious than the wave of poaching in the 

Seventies and Eighties. 

 

It estimated the tusk has the average price of USD 9000 per tusk (2013), this price attract 

many people to engage in poaching activities because of its wealthy. The market of 

illegal elephant’s ivory and rhino are in Asian countries like China, Thailand, North 

Korea and Taiwan etc. they utilize that ivory and horns for medicine, knife handles, 

 

Reason behind which push people to participate in that illegal business of poaching are; 

i. Poverty. 

ii. Wealthier. (Pays a lot of money) 

iii. Ignorance of the people.  

iv. Traditional beliefs. 

 

Impacts of poaching in Tanzania 

The most obvious impact is depletion in the number of wildlife present in a given area. 

The defaunation of an area due to poaching flows from the immediate impact of killing 

an existing animal, the medium term effect of reducing breeding numbers and hence the 

rate of reproduction, and the long term effects of thinning the gene pool and the 

symbiotic- and often irreversible – impact this has on overall biodiversity. 

 



25 

 

Poaching affects ecosystems. Natural ecosystems often develop a rather delicate balance 

between different types of fauna and their local habitat. Because of this, in terms of 

cause/effect the depletion of one species is analytically bound to the effects this has on 

other species. For example, the removal of predatory animals can result in an over-

abundance of prey animals resulting in the destabilization and decline of vegetation; the 

decline of prey animals can lead to drops in predator numbers because of a reduction in 

food supply. Further, certain species are considered ‘keystone’ species in their local 

environment. For example, many species of animal such as elephant are responsible for 

the distribution of plant seeds and hence a local extinction of elephant has a heavy 

consequence for local vegetation. These changes in vegetation affect other animals along 

the food chain, and the circle continues. 

 

Will attracts no tourist to come, when animals was extinct due to poaching the numbers 

of tourist also will decrease or there will be no any tourist will come to visits tourism 

attractions because some tourist are coming see only the elephants or rhino, so if that 

animals killed all they will not pay a visit again. 

 

That will lead for the country to lose income which they get through foreign earning. As 

well as the employment opportunities will be reduced because some hotel and lodge will 

be closed due to absence of visitors. 

 

2.5 Conceptual framework 

Described as a set of broad ideas and principles taken from relevant fields of enquiry and 

used to structure a subsequent presentation, Framework is a research tool intended to 

assist a researcher to develop awareness and understanding of the situation under study 

and to communicate (Mbwambo et al, 2011). 
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According to Adam and Kamuzora, (2008) the term conceptual framework is a 

conceptual model of how one theorizes or makes logical sense of the relationship among 

several factors 

 

The conceptual framework, the relationship among the dependent variable, and the 

independent variables explained as follows: 

The researcher will be interested in assessing the impacts of poaching to the tourism 

market in Tanzania with reference to the several national parks and games such as 

Tarangire national park and Ngorongoro conservation area, through the figure present 

below 

 

In this study poaching is a independent variable, while dependent variable include 

ecosystem/biodiverstiy, animal reproductive, animal population, tourism attractions, 

depletion of Tourists, foreign currency earning, economic of the country/people, 

employment opportunity,. 
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Figure 2.1: The conceptual framework for the study: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Developed by researcher, 2014. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Introduction 

This chapter provides the description of the study area, as well as a description of the 

methods which employed during collection of data. These include sampling procedures 

as well as criteria for selecting the study area. It also covers the instruments to be used in 

data collection, data processing, analysis, and presentation. 

 

3.2 Area of study 

The study took place in northern region (Manyara) were has national parks and games 

affected by poaching activities. In this region the researcher visited one national park i.e. 

Tarangire national park.  In this area it would be possible for the community, tourism 

stakeholders, tourist, government official and ranger’s to provide relevant and accurate 

information on the subject under study.  

 

3.3 Research Design 

Research design is a systematic planning, organizing, and executing a research within 

specified time and resources limits, it tells the type of data to be collected (primary and 

secondary data), the sources of and the procedures to be followed in data collection. 

(Mbwambo et al, 2011).  

 

This study employed a descriptive design to address the objectives of this study. This 

was seen appropriate as the study aimed at describing behaviors in poaching and the 

resulting consequences. The problem and objectives were known and well defined. 

 

3.4 Population study 

Population refers as all the existing members of the group from which sample is drawn 

for which conclusion is made (Mbwambo et al, 2011). The total population of this study 

was 205 respondent/people people which include Government official who work at the 
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ministry of natural resources and tourism, Community present the people who live 

around the national park which affected with poaching, tourist who visit tarangire 

national parks, game scouts/ rangers who have the task of protecting animals and 

endangered species, and NGO’s which deal with tourism and poaching matters and park 

wardens. This population was expected to provide useful information about the poaching 

activities which continue in the country.   In total the study drew 58 cases of inquiry 

from all the groups named above.             

 

3.5 Sample size and sampling technique 

3.5.1 Sample size 

Defined as the set or number of respondents to be selected from a larger population for 

the purpose of a survey, (Mbwambo et al, and 2011)  

 

Sample size refers as the number of items or respondents to be selected from the 

universe to constitute a sample Kothari (2004). In this study has the total number of 205 

respondents/people. Were the researcher select sample size of 58 respondents of 

population study who was able to be reached and they willing to respond on the 

questionnaires and interview question distributed to them on various group of 

respondent as analyzed on the table below to fill all the required information within the 

questionnaire and return them back to the researcher for further analysis. 

 

Table 3.1:  Show the selected sample size of the study 

 Parks 

Warden 

Rangers Tourist Community NGO’s Total 

Tarangire 

National Park 

 

3 

 

18 

 

20 

 

15 

 

2 

 

58 

Source: Research Field Data, 2014 
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3.5.2 Sampling technique 

Non probabilistic sampling as a technique was seen appropriate and applied in this 

study. From this, convenience sampling was used to draw respondents from the 

population. This was regarded appropriate by the researcher due lack of sampling frame, 

inadequate time and researchers conviction that the appropriate sample and sample cases 

will be met. 

 

3.6 Types and Source of Data 

The primary data for this study was collected by using unstructured questionnnaires 

from park wardens, Community/people, Rangers, Tourist and Non Governmental 

Organizations (NGO’s) etc.  

Secondary data was also obtained from the books, journals, bureau of statistics, ministry 

archive and other documents as seen important by the researcher. 

 

3.7 Data analysis 

Kothari, (1990) Defined data analysis as a process which implies editing, coding, 

classification and tabulation of collected data.The term analysis refers to the 

computation of certain measures along with searching for patterns of relationship that 

exists among data-groups. Thus in the process of analysis, relationships or differences 

supporting or conflicting with original or new hypothesis should be subjected to 

statistical tests of significance to determine with what validity data can said to indicate 

any conclusions. (Kothari, 1990:122) 

 

In this study the researcher used both methods of data analysis, quantitative and 

qualitative methods. In quantitative methods there are several techniques, the researcher 

use Survey/Questionnaire technique and Pre-existing data technique to analyze data, in 

quantitative methods of data analysis some mathematical tool such as tabulation and 

percentage were employed to analyze the data collected.  
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In qualitative methods the researcher employed In-depth interviews technique and 

Participant observation techniques to collect and analyzed data, in qualitative data were 

analyzed through thematic analysis.  

 

Gibson, (2006) defined thematic analysis as an approach to dealing with data that 

involves the creation and application of codes to data. In quantitative methods, the data 

collected through questionnaire and documentary review were recorded, coded, tailed 

and analyzed by the use of computer software known as Statistical Package for the 

Social Sciences (SPSS). The interpretation of these codes included comparing theme 

frequencies, identifying theme co-occurrence, and tabling displaying relationships 

between different themes.  
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CHAPTER FOUR 

PRESENTATION OF THE SUMMARY OF THE FINDINGS  

 

4.1 Introduction 

This chapter presents data analysis and findings. The data presented in tables by using 

Statistical Package for Social Science. The chapter begins by providing the profile of our 

respondents, then present data analysis and discussion  

 

4.2 Respondents Characteristics 

This study was conducted at Tarangire national park in Manyara region. In connection 

with the area of this study, description of respondents profile presented in terms of the 

following variables: age, gender, education levels, nationality, employment status, 

working experience etc.  

 

The respondents of this study are into five groups namely rangers, tourists, community, 

park wardens, and NGO’s. Of all the respondents, (34.5 were tourist, (31%) rangers, 

(25.9%) community, (5.2%) park wardens and (3.4%) NGO’s, as it is shown on the table 

below, Data was collected from each group by using a customized questionnaire as 

appended to this report. 

 

Table 4.1 Distribution of Respondents 

Respondents Profile Frequency Percentage 

Park rangers 

Tourist 

Community 

Park wardens 

NGO’s 

TOTAL 

18 

20 

15 

3 

2 

58 

31% 

34.5% 

25.9% 

5.2% 

3.4% 

100% 

Source: Research Field Data, 2014 
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Therefore, most responses amounting to 65.5% came from game rangers and tourists 

whereby the former are close and with hands on experience on anti poaching and the 

latter on the feel on tourist attractions and willingness to pay a visit. These are very 

informative on the extent of poaching and challenges encountered as well as the effects 

on tourists inflows. 

 

4.3 Rangers Respondents  

4.3.1 Age of the ranger respondents 

Results of this study from sample of 18 (31%) of rangers, shows those aging 18 to 25 

were 0 (0%), those aging of 26 to 35 were 8 (44.4%), those aging of 36-45 were 4 

(22.2%), and those aging 46 and above were 6 (33.3%). From these findings shows most 

of rangers are matured and powerful enough and they have a lot of experience in 

fighting poaching crime and they know many places in the parks. Age in any social 

setting is a factor used to measure respondent’s ability in any working field.  

 

Table 4.2 Age of  ranger respondent 

  Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid 26- 35  Yrs 8 44.4 44.4 44.4 

36-45 Yrs 4 22.2 22.2 66.7 

45 and above Yrs 6 33.3 33.3 100.0 

Total 18 100.0 100.0  

Source: Research Field Data, 2014 

 

4.3.2 Gender of the ranger respondent 

The researcher analysed the gender distribution of the population under study to 

determine whether there was gender balance or not for rangers. According to the sample 

of 18 (31%) of all rangers, (72.2%) of the respondents were male and the rest (27.8%) 
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were female. The findings indicate that males outweighed the number of females by 

44.4% of rangers. 

 

Table 4.3. Gender of the ranger respondent  

  Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Male 13 72.2 72.2 72.2 

Female 5 27.8 27.8 100.0 

Total 18 100.0 100.0  

Source: Research Field Data, 2014 

 

4.3.3 Education level of the respondents 

The study also assessed the level of education of rangers to determine maximum level of 

education achieved by park ranges. This tells the level of understanding the game 

rangers have which may influence their discipline, ability and motivation to engage in 

anti poaching.  Therefore, out of the 18 game rangers sampled, (50%) had primary 

education, (38.9%) secondary education, and only (11.1%) had college education. since 

these findings the majority of them have basic education, impliedly may jeopardize the 

quality of their work of anti poaching. 
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Table 4.4: Education level of ranger respondents 

 

 

 

 

Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Primary Education 9 50.0 50.0 50.0 

Secondary 

Education 
7 38.9 38.9 88.9 

College Education 2 11.1 11.1 100.0 

Total 18 100.0 100.0  

Source: Research Field Data, 2014 

 

 

4.3.4 Working experience of the ranger respondents 

The study also assessed the working experience of the rangers as a way of telling the 

effectiveness of anti poaching activities. Experience is built by practice which works by 

length of time one does the activity. In most cases, someone’s experience may reflect 

one’s performance. In this game rangers working experience was measured as way of 

telling the level of experience our game rangers have which may be associated with their 

effectiveness in anti poaching campaign. Findings indicate that, out of the 18 

respondents interviewed, (27.8%) have working experience of 1 to 5 years, (27.8%) 6 to 

10 years (5.6%) 11 to 15years, and (38.9%) had a more than 16 years of service.  This 

signify that majority of the respondents have working experience between 16 and above 

years, which imply that most of rangers had working in one place for long time which 

makes them being familiar with the environment by knowing many places. But also in 

one way or another they can be unfaithful to their work, for being bribed by poachers. 
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Table 4.5: Work experience of the ranger respondents 

 

  Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid 1- 5 Yrs 5 27.8 27.8 27.8 

6 -10 Yrs 5 27.8 27.8 55.6 

11 -15 Yrs 1 5.6 5.6 61.1 

16 Yrs and above 7 38.9 38.9 100.0 

Total 18 100.0 100.0  

Source: Research Field Data, 2014 

 

 

4.3.5 Sufficient and effective equipment for protection 

The study also explore if the ranger have sufficient and effective equipment they use in 

protection of the parks such weapons, cars, uniform, light etc, according to the sample 

picked 18 (31%), shows that 7 (38.9%) of respondents says yes and 11 (61.1%) of the 

respondents says no. this implies rangers in the parks they do not have sufficient and 

efficient equipment which they suppose for the protection of park and fighting with 

poachers when they encounter with them inside the parks, the government have 

responsible on that in order to eliminate poaching crime in the parks. 
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Table 4.6 Do rangers have sufficient and effective equipment for protect and fight 

against poachers?  

  Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Yes 7 38.9 38.9 38.9 

No 11 61.1 61.1 100.0 

Total 18 100.0 100.0  

Source: Research Field Data, 2014 

 

 

4.3.6 Obstacle/challenge from dangerous animal 

Also the researcher assessed if the rangers face any obstacle or challenge from 

dangerous animals such as lion, elephants, cheetah, from the rangers sample selected, 12 

(66.7%) 0f respondents says they face that obstacle and 6 (33.3) of respondents says no, 

finding implies that rangers should have more protection gear when they conduct their 

duties to overcome such challenge, also the government to give more incentives and 

make sure all workers have insurance. 

 

Table 4.7 Rangers get any obstacle/challenge from dangerous animals (lion, 

elephants) during protection work? 

  Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Yes 12 66.7 66.7 66.7 

No 6 33.3 33.3 100.0 

Total 18 100.0 100.0  

Source: Research Field Data, 2014 
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4.3.7 Poaching has Impacts in tourism sector 

The study also explored if there is any impacts which might occurs in tourism sector if 

the scenario of  animal poaching will continue in the Tanzania national parks, the data 

findings shows 15 (83.3%) of  ranger respondents they say yes there is impacts while 3 

(16.7%) of respondents say no, there isn’t any impacts.  This show that it’s true if animal 

poaching will continue in national parks it will affect tourism sector by decreasing of 

tourist population who’s come in country for tourism purpose. 

 

Table 4.8 shows do poaching has impacts in tourism market 

  Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Yes 15 83.3 83.3 83.3 

No 3 16.7 16.7 100.0 

Total 18 100.0 100.0  

Source: Research Field Data, 2014 

 

 

4.4Tourist respondent’s  

4.4.1 Nationality of the tourist respondents 

The data finding of respondent’s nationality shows5 (25%) were Americans, 4 (20%) 

were Tanzanians, 2(10%) were French, 2(10) were Italians, 4 (20%) were English, 1 

(5%) were Swiss, 2 (10%) were Danish. This data implies that Tanzania receive many 

tourist from America (U.S.A) whose come to visit tourism attraction area, also Tanzania 

government should make effort to encourage internal/domestic tourism. 
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Table 4.9 shows nationality of the tourist respondents 

  Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid American 5 25.0 25.0 25.0 

Tanzanian 4 20.0 20.0 45.0 

France 2 10.0 10.0 55.0 

Italian 2 10.0 10.0 65.0 

England 4 20.0 20.0 85.0 

Swiss 1 5.0 5.0 90.0 

Denmark 2 10.0 10.0 100.0 

Total 20 100.0 100.0  

Source: Research Field Data, 2014 

 

 

4.4.2 Age of the respondents 

The data finding of respondent’s age from the table below shows 7(35%) of respondents 

have aged between 26 to 35 years are youth and 7 (35%) of respondents aged between 

46 and above are elder, this show this are group of tourist whose come in Tanzania most 

of the time.  
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Table 4.10 Show age of the tourist respondents 

 

  Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid 18-25 Yrs 2 10.0 10.0 10.0 

26- 35 Yrs 7 35.0 35.0 45.0 

36-45 yrs 4 20.0 20.0 65.0 

46 and above 7 35.0 35.0 100.0 

Total 20 100.0 100.0  

Source: Research Field Data, 2014 

 

 

4.4.3 Gender of the respondents 

Also the researcher analysed the gender distribution of the population under study to 

determine which gender are mostly visits the country national parks the result show that 

male are one who make many tour in the parks than female. According to sample of 20 

(34.5%) selected of respondents, show male are 11 (55%) of respondents and female are 

9 (45%) of the respondents as indicated in the table below. 

 

Table 4.11 show gender of respondent 

  Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Male 11 55.0 55.0 55.0 

Female 9 45.0 45.0 100.0 

Total 20 100.0 100.0  

Source: Research Field Data, 2014 
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4.4.4 Elephant and rhino poaching has impact in tourism industry 

On the question asked to respondents if the elephants and rhinos poaching have impacts 

in tourism industry, the finding results shows 18 (90%) of the respondents says yes and 

2 (10%) of the respondents say no. this implies its true, so the government should work 

hard to stop poaching because few years to the tourism industry will be vanished totally 

in the country and that will led to decline of the economy of the country because tourism 

contribute a lot to the growth of economic of the country.  

 

Table 4.12 Show if elephant and rhino poaching have impact in tourism industry? 

 

  Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Yes 18 90.0 90.0 90.0 

No 2 10.0 10.0 100.0 

Total 20 100.0 100.0  

Source: Research Field Data, 2014 

 

4.4.5 Tanzania government and other tourism stakeholders play part in fighting 

against poaching 

Also the researcher examined if the Tanzania government and tourism stakeholders take 

any effort to decrease if no eliminating the animal poaching incidence in the country in 

order to rescue tourism industry to be vanished by poaching. Results from the 20 

(34.5%) respondents who interviewed, 11 (55%) say yes, 8 (40%) say no, and 1 (5%) 

didn’t answer. According to the results shown on the table below most of the tourists 

agree that the government and tourism stakeholder take effort on stop the killing of 

elephant and rhinos poaching as well as the other animals. 
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Table 4.13 Shows if Tanzania government and other tourism stakeholders play 

part in combating poaching?  

  Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Yes 11 55.0 57.9 57.9 

No 8 40.0 42.1 100.0 

Total 19 95.0 100.0  

Missing System 1 5.0   

Total 20 100.0   

Source: Research Field Data, 2014 

 

4.5Community respondent’s  

4.5.1 Gender of the community respondents 

From the sample used of 15 (25.9%) of respondents, finding results shows 8 (53.3%) of 

respondents were male and 7 (46.7%) of respondents were females, this symbols that 

there is biasness during the interviewing the respondents on how they know about the 

elephants and rhinos poaching scenarios which continue in the country, the table below 

shows the gender of the respondents. 

 

Table 4.14 shows gender of the community respondents 

  Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Male 8 53.3 53.3 53.3 

Female 7 46.7 46.7 100.0 

Total 15 100.0 100.0  

Source: Research Field Data, 2014 
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4.5.2 Daily activities of the community respondent 

According to 15 respondents who are interviewed about the daily activities/employment 

they have, the data shows 5 (33.3%) were farmers, 4 (26.7%) were farmers and 6 (40%) 

were pastoralist, this means that most of the respondents were pastoralist and farmers, 

who run their activities near the national parks, because of it can cause conflict between 

them and wildlife animals which can led them to do poaching also. 

 

Table 4.15 shows the daily activities of the community respondents? 

 

  Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Farmers 5 33.3 33.3 33.3 

Business 4 26.7 26.7 60.0 

Pastoralist 6 40.0 40.0 100.0 

Total 15 100.0 100.0  

Source: Research Field Data, 2014 

 

4.5.3 Community plays role in combating poaching in Tanzania 

Do communities play part in combating poaching in Tanzania, this was the question also 

directed to the community respondents sample, 4 (26.7%) respondent they agree and 11 

(73.3%) of respondents they disagree on the question, this means that many people they 

do not team up to help the government in fighting against the war of animal poaching 

which go stronger day to day. So that it will be difficult for the authorities to identify 

poachers easily without the help of the people in the community. 
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Table 4.16 shows community plays role in combating poaching in Tanzania? 

  Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Yes 4 26.7 26.7 26.7 

No 11 73.3 73.3 100.0 

Total 15 100.0 100.0  

Source: Research Field Data, 2014 

 

 

4.5.4 Elephant and rhino poaching has impacts in tourism industry 

On the question asked the people if the elephants and rhinos poaching have impacts in 

tourism industry, 12 (80%) of people respond yes and 3 (20%) of people respond no. this 

implies its true, elephants and rhino poaching have impacts in tourism market, and 

government should impose more power to stop poaching. because few years to go 

tourism industry will be vanished totally due poaching catastrophe 

 

Table 4.17 shows if elephant and rhino poaching have impact in tourism industry? 

  Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Yes 12 80.0 80.0 80.0 

No 3 20.0 20.0 100.0 

Total 15 100.0 100.0  

Source: Research Field Data, 2014 

 

 

4.5.5 Poaching in Tanzania were totally abolished 

Result from people interviewed on do poaching will be abolish in the country, according 

to sample of 15 who interviewed 5 (33.3%) say yes will stopped, while 10 (66.7%) say 

no, poaching will not end, this symbolize poaching problem in the country have stronger 
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root which it hard for the government to uproot them, otherwise they can only reduce it 

but not to stop it forever. 

 

Table 4.18 shows poaching in Tanzania were totally abolished 

  Frequency Percent Valid Percent Cumulative Percent 

Valid Yes 5 33.3 33.3 33.3 

No 10 66.7 66.7 100.0 

Total 15 100.0 100.0  

Source: Research Field Data, 2014 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

DISCUSSION 

5.1 Introduction 

This chapter presents the research findings and the discussion. The findings were 

presented in the logical order, the study objectives as elucidated earlier in chapter one of 

this study. The objectives of this were fourfold namely: finding out the impact of 

poaching to the ecosystem, community and the tourism sector as a whole. It also aimed 

at finding out the reasons for elephant and rhino poaching spike as well the effective 

ways to combat poaching. Finally to find out the challenges encountered by the anti 

poaching campaign and ways to mitigate those challenges.  

  

5.2 Impact of elephant and rhino poaching in Tourism industry 

The study also find out there was many effects which will occur due to the poaching of 

wild animals (elephants and rhinos), according to the selected respondent who’s respond 

to the question “what are the impacts of elephants and rhino poaching in tourism 

industry?” It has been found out that poaching spike has tremendously eliminated 

elephants and rhinos in big numbers the impact of which will result to the;  

 

The extinction of these wild animals, not only rhinos and elephants who are poachers’ 

targets that get killed but also other animals like giraffe, lions etc are killed too by 

poachers for their parts such as nails, skins and teeth. 

  

Decline of tourist inflows in the country, was another major impacts which found out to 

emerge if the killing of these wild animals will prolonged, according the study results 

shows that elephants, rhinos, lions are the major wild animals which attracts tourist at 

large in Tanzania particularly Tarangire and Ruaha national parks which named as one 

of the parks in the country has a big number of elephants and rhinos. 
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Consequently, the communities around suffer similar consequences due to loss of living 

emanating from the trickle down effects of tourism in the areas. From the community 

respondents around the parks, respond that most of them they depend on tourist to do 

business with them, so when number of tourist number decline due to absence of 

animals their business too will be affected much due to poaching. 

  

Loss of foreign currency earnings is reportedly to be another subsequent effect of 

decline of tourist’s inflows following to poaching to the government because tourism 

perceived as one of the sector which contribute a lot to the GDP of the country. 

 

Loss of life, it estimated that two to five game rangers are reportedly to be killed by 

armed poachers every year when they are in patrol of protecting wild animals against 

poaching they ambushed and injured or killed by poachers whose carry a heavy weapons 

special for war like SMG’s, Rifles etc. 

 

5.3 Reasons/Sources Poaching Spike 

This study also aimed at finding out the reasons behind poaching spike of especially 

elephants and rhinos at Tarangire national park and Tanzania at large. From the findings, 

it can be deduced that, poaching spike is largely a market driven activity. It has just 

resulted from the realignment of demand and supply factors in the market. Rhino horn 

remains a desirable product in Southeast and East Asian markets for the same complex 

cocktail of cultural reasons as always. It is still used to treat the same set of ailments 

related to toxicity, inflammation and bodily heat generation: cancer and hangovers are 

mere variations of this theme. And it remains a prestige item. 

High price and high demand of elephant’s tusks and rhino horn in Asian such as china, 

Malaysia, Taiwan, Vietnam etc, ultimately the illegal trade in ivory and horn is driven 

and sustained by consumers who are willing to pay high prices for the commodity, 

regardless of its origin or legality. Ivory carvings have been a much valued luxury and 

status symbol in many parts of the world for centuries. Demand in some traditional 
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markets, which flourished through much of the 20th century, like Europe, North 

America and, more recently, Japan, have decrease in the last few decades through the 

awareness campaigns linking ivory to the death of elephants.  

 

Poor law enforcement of the country, at the national level when there is poor and weak 

law enforcement, weak governance structures, corruption and political and military 

conflicts and instability are some of the main drivers of the occurrence of poaching and 

allow illegal trade in ivory to grow.  

 

Poverty among citizen/people, poaching also associated with a wide variety of 

difficulties of socio-economic factors and cultural attitudes, Poaching and hunting for 

bush meat, for example, are worsen by poverty, the killing of elephants and rhinos for 

their tusks and horns will grow due to the level of poverty among citizens in and around 

the national parks. This is due to the hardship of life and human infant mortality rates 

and food security, as measured correlate strongly with the levels of elephant poaching 

hunting for ivory has been source of income for many rural communities, poverty also 

facilitates the ability of profit-seeking criminal groups to recruit local hunters who know 

the ground or areas of the parks, and corrupt poorly remunerated enforcement 

authorities.  

Therefore, increased demand for the products related to elephant and rhino horns, poor 

enforcement structures, corrupt systems, weak game rangers, and poverty are found out 

to be the major causes of elephant and rhino poaching spike in Tanzania. 

 

5.4 Effective Ways for mitigation of Poaching 

The effective ways to combat poaching in Tanzania was an area of interest for study. 

From the findings it has been observed that education to the community, game rangers 

and even authorities concerned will be a good starting point in the anti poaching 

campaign. However, if the regulations and enforcement structures are not overhauled, 

the problem will still persist as some of the respondents were dismayed by the fact large 
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quantities of horns have caught on transit without serious measures being taken against 

those concerned culprits nor those office bearers whose accountability has been put into 

question. This, as argued by most respondents imply a presence of a syndicate 

incorporating the authorities and poachers as partners in this unlawful act. 

Besides that, the government is supposed to be in the forefront in cursing and making 

efforts of eliminating this illegal activity.  

 

5.5 Sufficient and effective equipments for protection of national parks 

Sufficient and effective equipments was one of the thrusts of this study to dig out if the 

game or parks rangers have enough and effective protection gear to encountered in the 

anti poaching campaign  and protect the parks. Respondents to the question “did rangers 

have sufficient and effective equipments for protection” the results shows 61.1% of the 

selected respondents, they respond that rangers do not have enough and effective 

equipment such weapons, cars, touch, etc for patrolled the parks during day time and 

night. 

 

So due to that it seems as one of challenges which rangers encounter in their anti 

poaching activities inside and outside the parks to reach different areas in the parks 

quickly when they suspect there is poaching activity continue.  

 

“Fighting poaching it’s not an easy job, to have insufficient and ineffective equipment 

hinder in one way or another to succeed in combating poaching in the country” uttered 

one of the respondents. “Both weapons and rangers are in adequate for the enemy is 

stronger and better prepared than never before” Added the respondent. 
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5.6 Government and stake holder play part in combating poaching 

In the question posed to the respondent “did the government and stake holders play 

crucial part in combating poaching in the country?”  The results indicated that 55.0% of 

respondents agree with it by uttered that government it plays part in rescuing these wild 

animals from vanishing with poachers together with other tourism stakeholders and 

practitioners, because the government itself cannot win the anti poaching campaigns. 

 

The respondents goes far and argued that though the government, stakeholders and 

practitioners fighting to rescue these wild animals but there was unfaithful leader and 

authorities whose collaborate with poachers in conducting such illicit trade of ivory and 

horns with big businessman from abroad especially Asian they pay poachers money and 

gave them weapons. 

 

So the government should scan their staff and uproot those has already corrupted from 

the system and brought and suing them to the court of law    

 

5.7 Poaching of elephant and rhino were totally abolished in Tanzania 

The result from the interview question “do poaching of elephants and rhinos will be 

abolished in Tanzania?” result from 66.7% of the respondent the reply yes to question 

above asked to them by proposed some factors with they seems might help to abolish 

that illicit trade in the country which are; 

 

Recruiting many rangers, increase the number rangers in parks it helped the parks to 

have enough rangers to patrol different areas in the parks which affected much with 

poachers as well as it will provide employment to some people who are around the parks 

to got a permanent jobs that will reduce the risks of them to engage in illicit trade of 

poaching. 
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Also the government should work hard and hand to hand with another country whose 

seems as a big customer of that illegal animals parts to convince them to ban the market 

of wildlife products in their country, which would help the traders of that products to 

loose market for their illegal products. 

 

Makes strong and harsh laws which would be used to punish severely those criminal 

who caught conducted such illegal business. 

 

5.8 Community role to mitigate poaching in Tanzania  

“Do communities play part in combating poaching in Tanzania?”  This was the 

question directed to the community find out if the people are aware and they play part to 

stop the anti poaching campaign introduced with the government, 73.3% of the 

respondent shows that people are part in anti poaching, by revealing to the authorities 

individuals who participate in poaching and trafficking of wildlife products.  

 

They work as the informers to the authorities by provide information which was helpful 

to the rangers or to the enforcement officers which help them to caught poaching and 

brought them to court of law, but although of all support community they provide they 

claims the authorities that they not faithful and if they are faithful but the laws are not 

strong and harsh because they impose small punishment to the poaching criminal such as 

paying fines or sentenced few year to jail, which result to find criminal in street few day 

continues with their illegal business of poaching and trafficking of ivory and horns. 
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CHAPTER SIX 

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

6.1 Introduction 

This chapter presents summary of the findings, conclusion and recommendations of the 

study. 

 

6.2 Summary of the Findings 

The major findings of this study include the following: It has been found out that 

poaching spike has tremendously eliminated elephants and rhinos in big numbers the 

impact of which will result to the extinction of these wild animals thereby reducing 

tourists inflow consequently hampering the communities of the neighborhood and 

country’s economic gains at large.  

 

Poaching spike is largely a market driven activity with increased demand in the Middle 

East countries coupled with weak systems and structures in place for anti poaching.  

Education to the community, game rangers and even authorities concerned will be a 

good starting point in the anti poaching campaign. The government agencies on anti 

poaching should lay effective structures and systems for the same and ensure requisite 

treatment is made for the culprits. 

 

Speaking of the equipments used by rangers for patrol and protection of the parks it 

shows that they are not enough and effective for protection, many parks in the country 

lack modern, enough and strong equipment to facilitate the daily patrols and protection 

of the parks, they lack vehicle, weapons, uniform, light for night patrol etc. 

 

Furthermore rangers are not enough in the parks to cover and patrol the whole areas of 

the park, through that it will easier for the poachers to outsmart rangers because are few 

they cannot afford to patrol all areas. 
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Data shows that number of tourists who visit to the parks indicate to decline day to day 

in the parks because wild animals (elephants and rhinos) start to go down due to increase 

of poaching to parks, government and other tourism practitioners should play parts in 

rescuing all endanger species.   

 

However community plays part in collaboration with government to protect wild 

animals from poacher’s threat, by being informers to the authorities and reveal all 

individual who doing such illegal business of wild animal’s parts. 

 

6.3 Conclusion 

It can be concluded from the findings of the study as follows: 

Reasons/ source of Elephants and Rhino poaching spike in the country was driven with 

the high price of the ivory and rhino horns, raised of demand for elephants tusks and 

rhino horns in Asian countries market such as China, Taiwan, Vietnam, Malaysia etc. 

poverty to the people force them to poaching, Poor law enforcement, weak governance 

structures, unfaithful leader participate in poaching business, corruption and 

undisciplined parks rangers seems as are major reasons or causes to the raised of 

poaching scenarios in Tanzania. 

 

Due to the reason which cause the emerge of poaching seems to lead to effects/impacts 

to the country tourism such as close to extinction of poached animals (elephants and 

rhinos), reducing number of tourist’s inflow in the Tanzania, hampering the economic 

wellbeing of the communities of the neighborhood and country’s economic gains at 

large. The ecosystem is largely disturbed as well with many game rangers losing their 

lives amidst armed poachers. 

 

Community role in fighting against wild animals poaching, some community in the 

country plays part to stop animal poaching to continue by working as informers to the 

authorities by informing and reveal individuals who participate in such illegal business 
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which help the authorities to caught the poaching criminals, as well being witnesses to 

some cases. Also community involve in anti poaching campaign. 

 

Challenges, in spite of all efforts to stop poaching there are challenges which hinder the 

anti poaching campaign to go further, challenges like lack of enough parks rangers, lack 

of fund, lack modern and technological equipment for parks protection, involvement of 

unfaithful leader in poaching business, rise of market of ivory and horns in Asia, poverty 

to citizens. 

 

 Way to mitigate elephants and rhino poaching, it is concluded that education to the 

community, game rangers and even authorities concerned will be a good starting point in 

the anti poaching campaign. Effective and sustainable enforcement of regulations are to 

key to combating poaching. Besides that, the government is supposed to be in the 

forefront in cursing and making efforts of eliminating this illegal activity, also 

government should convince Asian countries to ban the market of  ivory and horns in 

their countries to rescue life of these wild animals,  

 

Finally, it is concluded that government should recruit and employ many parks rangers, 

provide enough working tools and modern ones, giving rangers incentives package and 

enough salaries to avoid being corrupted.  

 

6.4 Recommendations 

On the reasons or causes of animal poaching, it recommended to government should 

convince the Asian countries who are big demand and market of the ivory and horns to 

ban it from their country, to maintain strong and harsh law enforcement, to punish 

unfaithful leader who participate in poaching business.    

 

 

To involve community and encourage community to play part on the war against animal 

poaching by gathering information from the people and use that information effectively 
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to caught poachers and bring them to the court of laws and punish them severely. Also to 

raise awareness among people to reserve the natural resources we have for benefit of the 

country and future generations. 

 

To recruit enough rangers and equip them with requisite weapons in order to meet with 

the needs of the national parks protection as well as the government to provide sufficient 

and efficient modern and advanced technological equipment which are mostly needed by 

rangers for patrols, such as weapons (gun) with bullets, cars, touch, uniforms, boots, 

trackers device. 

 

To provide enough salaries and incentives package to the rangers, this will motivate 

them to work hard and responsibly, as well as to like their work that will curb the gap of 

being bribed with poachers or illegal ivory and horns traffickers. 

 

To support and enhance anti-poaching tracking and intelligence operations, through the 

development, training and education of tactical tracker and intelligence units for rangers 

in all protected areas inside the country and facilitate appropriate mandates to allow park 

rangers to pursue poachers and conduct patrols outside the park boundaries, and develop 

international agreements to facilitate cross border cooperation to track, arrest and hand 

over poachers and illegal traders to the hand of laws. 

 

Strengthen anti-smuggling operations, customs and boundary controls and container 

search programmes through using the modern technology of scanning container as well 

as to controls of small airstrips, and boats in ports and estuaries. Enhance and improve 

the use of controlled deliveries and forensic analysis to identify the source of ivory and 

support the investigations of the criminal networks operating along the entire illegal 

ivory supply chain. 
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To other researchers, it is recommended that they carry a study on the efficacy of 

various anti poaching strategies to find the most appropriate strategy to use especially in 

Africa. Also another interesting area of the study is on economic impact of poaching to 

the country so that it can inform policy. 
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APPENDIX I 

PHOTOS 

 

 
Photo 1 & 2; Shows elephant tusks and rhino horns seizure in the country borders and national 

park  

                                                                                            

 
Photo 3 & 4; Shows the product on the shop in china which is the outcome of ivory and horns 

carved from African elephant and rhino. 

 

 
Photo 5 & 6; Shows the normal life of elephant in tarangire national park 
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APPENDIX II 

QUESTIONAIRE FOR RANGERS 

Introduction 

This study is being conducted as a part of the requirements for the Award of Degree of 

Master of Science in Marketing Management at Mzumbe University, Dar es salaam 

Business School. The study intends to assess the impacts of elephants and rhinos 

poaching in tourism market in Tanzania. The information/data provided will be used 

for academic purposes only and will be treated with confidentiality.  

 

PART A 

Please tick (v) or fill the appropriate answer. 

1. Age  

i. 18-25 years [       ]      iii.  36- 45 years   [       ] 

ii. 26-35   [       ]      iv.  46 and above            [       ] 

 

2. Gender; 

i. Male            [       ] 

ii. Female  [       ] 

 

3. Education level 

i. Primary        [       ]              

ii. Secondary       [       ]                

iii. College           [       ]     

 

4. Working experience 

i. 1- 5 years  [       ]     iii.   11 -15 years     [       ] 

ii. 6 -10 years   [       ]       iv. 16 and above           [       ]     
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5. Working position and professional 

..............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................. 

 

SEHEMU: B  

6. When did you start to work as a ranger? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

7. Where did you get the ranger training? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

8. How do you perceive the rangers works…………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………   ………………………………………… 

 

9. How many rangers involve in one poaching acts? 

i. 1 – 3 poachers    [       ]      iii. 8 – 10 poachers                [       ] 

ii. 4 – 7 poachers             [       ]      iv. 11 and above                    [       ] 

 

10. Did your every encounter poachers face to face when you’re in patrols? 

i. Yes [       ]        ii.  No    [        ] 

            Explain what happen......................................................................................... 

 

11.Do rangers have sufficient and effective modern equipment for protection of the 

park?  

i     Yes [      ]       ii.   No     [        ] 
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12. What kind of weapons used by poachers during the committing of poaching crime? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………...... 

 

13. What effects might occur in tourism market if the poaching of elephants and rhino 

will not abolish? .............................................................................................................  

....................................................................................................................................... 

 

14. What challenges did you rangers face in fighting against poaching? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

15. How did you get information when poaching acts its happen inside the park? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

16.  Which kind of equipment ranger should carry during the patrols? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

17. When you’re in patrols don’t you get any obstacle from dangerous animals like lion? 

i   Yes [       ]     ii.   No                       [       ] 

Explain how do you handle them……………………………………………………….. 

 

18. Do think what should be done to eliminate animal poaching problem? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Thank you 
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APPENDIX III 

QUESTIONAIRES FOR TOURIST 

Introduction 

This study is being conducted as a part of the requirements for the Award of Degree of 

Master of Science in Marketing Management at Mzumbe University, Dar es salaam 

Business School. The study intends to assess the impacts of elephants and rhinos 

poaching in tourism market in Tanzania. The information/data provided will be used 

for academic purposes only and will be treated with confidentiality.  

 

Please tick (v) or fill the appropriate answer. 

1. Nationality 

.............................................................................................................................................. 

 

 2. Age   

 i      18-25 Yrs                 [       ] 

ii. 25- 35 Yrs         [       ] 

iii. 35-45 yrs                 [       ] 

iv. 45 and above           [       ] 

 

3. Sex; 

i. Male                   [       ] 

ii. Female               [       ] 

 

4. Education level 

i. Certificate         [       ]              

ii. Diploma            [       ] 

iii. Degree              [       ] 

iv. Masters            [       ] 

  v.      Others…………………………………………………………………………… 
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5. Which places are you preferred mostly to visit here in Tanzania? 

..............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................. 

 

6. What kind of animals did you like mostly to watch? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

7. What did you know about animal poaching? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

8. What are causes of animal poaching (elephants and rhinos)? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

9. Do you think elephant and rhino poaching has impacts in tourism industry? 

i. Yes [      ] 

ii. No  [      ] 

 

10. What effects might occur in tourism industry if poaching of elephants and rhino it 

will continue? …………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

11. What should be done to curb the problem of elephants and rhino poaching in tourism 

industry?...............................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................. 
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12. Do you think Tanzania government and other tourism stakeholders play part in 

fighting against poaching?  

i. Yes  [       ] 

ii. No   [       ] 

 

 

 

 

Thank you 
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APPENDIX IV 

QUESTIONAIRE FOR COMMUNITY 

Introduction 

This study is being conducted as a part of the requirements for the Award of Degree of 

Master of Science in Marketing Management at Mzumbe University, Dar es salaam 

Business School. The study intends to assess the impacts of elephants and rhinos 

poaching in tourism market in Tanzania. The information/data provided will be used 

for academic purposes only and will be treated with confidentiality.  

 

Please tick (v) or fill the appropriate answer. 

 

1.  Age  

i. 18-25 years [       ]      iii. 36- 45 years  [       ] 

ii. 26-35    [       ]      iv. 46 and above   [       ] 

 

2. Gender; 

i. Male      [       ] 

ii. Female  [       ] 

 

3. Education level 

i. Primary   [       ]              

ii. Secondary [       ]                

iii. College   [       ]     

 

4. What is your daily activity? 

i. Pastoralist       [       ] 

ii. Farmer  [       ] 

iii. Business [       ] 

iv. Hunting  [       ] 
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5. What did you know about animal poaching? 

..............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................. 

 

6. Which national park did every heard about animal poaching? 

i. Tarangire and Manyara [       ] 

ii. Ruaha                                    [       ]     

iii. Serengeti                                [       ] 

iv. Other, mention …………….………………………………………..…… 

 

 

7. What kind of animal poached mostly by the poachers? 

i. Elephants             [      ]          iii. Giraffe [       ]  

ii. Rhinos                 [      ]           iv. Lion [       ] 

  v.      Other, mention …………………………………………………….…………… 

 

8. What reasons contribute to the occurrence of elephants and rhino poaching in 

Tanzania? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

9. Do you think community play role in combating poaching in the country? 

i.   Yes [       ]       ii. No  [       ] 

 

10. Do you think elephant and rhino poaching has impacts in tourism industry? 

i. Yes [      ] 

ii. No  [      ] 
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11. What effects might occur in tourism industry if poaching of elephants and rhino it 

will continue? ...................................................................................................................... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 

12. What should be done by the government to combat poaching in the country? 

..............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................. 

 

13. Do you think Tanzania government and other tourism stakeholders play part in 

fighting against poaching?  

i.   Yes  [       ]          ii.   No   [       ] 

 

14. Do you think one day poaching will be totally abolished in Tanzania and other 

African countries? 

i. Yes   [       ]          ii.   No    [       ] 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you 
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APPENDIX V 

QUESTIONAIRES FOR PARKS WARDEN/MANAGERS 

Introduction 

This study is being conducted as a part of the requirements for the Award of Degree of 

Master of Science in Marketing Management at Mzumbe University, Dar es salaam 

Business School. The study intends to assess the impacts of elephants and rhinos 

poaching in tourism market in Tanzania. The information/data provided will be used 

for academic purposes only and will be treated with confidentiality.  

 

PART A 

Please tick (v) or fill the appropriate answer. 

1. Age   

i. 18-25 Yrs     [       ] 

ii. 25- 35 Yrs  [       ] 

iii. 35-45 yrs    [       ] 

iv. 45 and above  [       ] 

 

2. Sex; 

i. Male        [        ] 

ii. Female     [        ] 

 

4. Education level 

i. Primary           [        ]              

ii. Secondary            [        ]                

iii. College                  [        ]     

iv. University                 [        ] 
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5. Working experience 

i. 5 years                    [        ] 

ii. 5 -10 years                [        ] 

iii. 10 -15 years               [        ] 

iv. 15 and above years    [        ]     

 

6. Working position and professional 

..............................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................. 

 

PART B 

7. What is the name of your national park? 

.............................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................. 

 

8. What is the area size of the national park? 

.............................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................. 

 

9. How many rhinos and elephants are in your national park? 

.............................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................. 

 

10. How many elephants and rhinos were killed in your national park? 

.............................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................. 

 

11. How many poachers are arrested in your national park? 

............................................................................................................................................. 
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12. How many game scout/rangers you have in your national park? 

.............................................................................................................................................. 

............................................................................................................................................. 

 

13. Did you get any support from the community live around national parks in 

combating poaching?  Yes [       ] No [        ] 

If yes what kind of support they provide.............................................................................. 

.............................................................................................................................................. 

 

14. what was the effects occurred and will be occur in future due to the poaching in the 

park?..................................................................................................................................... 

.............................................................................................................................................. 

 

15. How many square kilometre covered by one ranger in your national park? 

..............................................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you 
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APPENDIX VI 

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR NGO’s 

Introduction 

This study is being conducted as a part of the requirements for the Award of Degree of 

Master of Science in Marketing Management at Mzumbe University, Dar es salaam 

Business School. The study intends to assess the impacts of elephants and rhinos 

poaching in tourism market in Tanzania. The information/data provided will be used 

for academic purposes only and will be treated with confidentiality.  

PART A 

PERSONAL PARTICULAR 

Please tick (v) on the appropriate answer. 

1. Age   

i. 18-25 Yrs         [       ] 

ii. 25- 35 Yrs            [       ] 

iii. 35-45 yrs                   [       ] 

iv. 45 and above             [       ] 

 

2. Sex; 

i. Male                          [        ] 

ii. Female                       [        ] 

 

4. Education level 

i. Primary                     [        ]              

ii. Secondary                 [        ]                

iii. College                      [        ]     

iv. University                 [        ] 
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5. Working experience 

i. 5 years                       [        ] 

ii. 5 -10 years              [        ] 

iii. 10 -15 years              [        ] 

iv. 15 and above years  [        ]   

 

6. Working position and professional 

..............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................. 

 

PART B  

7. What is the name of the Organisation? 

.............................................................................................................................................. 

.............................................................................................................................................. 

 

8. When did the organisation established? 

.............................................................................................................................................. 

.............................................................................................................................................. 

 

9. What are the aims of establishing such an organisation? 

.............................................................................................................................................. 

.............................................................................................................................................. 

  

10. What do you think are the causes of elephants and rhinos poaching in Tanzania? 

.............................................................................................................................................. 

.............................................................................................................................................. 
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11. What are challenges did organisation face in combating the elephants and rhinos 

poaching? 

.............................................................................................................................................. 

.............................................................................................................................................. 

 

12. Did the government provide any support to the organisation in fighting against 

poaching catastrophe? 

 (a) Yes (      )    (b) No   (      ) 

  If yes, what kind of 

support.................................................................................................................................. 

.............................................................................................................................................. 

 

13. What kind of the support did the organisation get from other tourism stakeholders in 

combating poaching in Tanzania? ....................................................................................... 

..............................................................................................................................................

. 

 

14. Did there any success the organisation achieves in combating poaching? 

(a) Yes [      ] (b) No [       ] 

If yes explain.................................................................................................................. 

If no explain why? .......................................................................................................... 

 

15. Did the organisation play part in educating the community about the effect of 

poaching?..............................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................. 
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16. Where did the organisation get fund to operate their daily activities of fighting 

against poaching? ............................................................................................................. 

.............................................................................................................................................. 

 

17. Which areas in Tanzania do the organisation operates their anti-poaching activities 

.............................................................................................................................................. 

.............................................................................................................................................. 

 

18. In your records, how many Elephants and Rhinos killed in year.  

.............................................................................................................................................. 

.............................................................................................................................................. 

 

19. What are the environmental and economical effects caused by poaching activities in 

Tanzania? ........................................................................................................................... 

.............................................................................................................................................. 

 

20. In your opinion, was there any success achieved in “Operesheni Tokomeza”? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

21. Does the organization get any support from the community around the areas of 

operation? 

(a)Yes [     ]            (b) No [      ] 

If Yes, explain…………………………………………………………………………… 

If No, explain why………………………………………………………………………. 

 

22. Which areas in Tanzania are most affected with Elephants and Rhinos poaching? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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23. Does the organization provide any incentive packages to the people who share the 

information about poaching activities?  

   (a)Yes [     ]        (b) No [     ] 

If Yes, explain……………………………………………………………….……………. 

If No, explain why………………………………………………………………………… 

 

24. What are the policy and future strategies of the organization? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you



 


